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nation by which they are 10 Nn 
diſtingnith'd from other Re 


ligious Societies, it is, as is well known, 


AK ERS but lince the Name was 


given them in Scorn, NR. don't aſſume it 

any farther, than for Diſtinction-Sake wh 
* 

one 


And 
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one another, is that of FRIENDS, and 


© herein they have the Example of the Primi- 


dive Chriſtians, as may be ſeen, Aus xxvii. 3. 
there it is ſaid, that Julius the Centurion 
court eouſiy entreated Paul, and gave him Li- 
Berty to go unto the Friends ( tor ſo the Greek. 
hath it) zo refreſþ himfelſ And the third |. 
Epiſtle of John xiv. we read, The Friends | 
. ſalute Thee, and greet the Friends by Name. \ 
Now this Name of Friends is ſo common 
among. the QUAKE RS in England, that 
others alſo know them, and ſometimes call 
them by that Name. | 


2 RET © | 
Next their chief Principle in which they 
differ from the Generality of modern Chri- 
ſſtian Societies is, that every Man is 
Len, enligbened with the Divine Light, 


* ..._ _ _ according to the Evangeliſt | 
who in the Erk Chapter, ſpeaking of 55 
as he Was from Eternity with the Father, 
Calls him the Word, and ſaith, John 1. 1. 
That the Word was God, that all Things were 
mage by him, that in him was Life, aud the | 
. Life was the Light of Men. A _—_ 
$3. 


| geliſt ſpeaking concerning John the Baptl 


who was ſent from God, ſaith, He was not 


bat Light, but was ſent to bear Witneſs of 


"that Light © That was the true Light, which. 
LE Uightetb every Man that cometh into the World, 
y chis it appears, that the Quakers have 


tight 


* . , —_ 
| 5 1 
( ; 


not coin d a new Phraſe, but only made uſe» % 1 | 
of the expreſs Words of the holy Scripture. 3 


I am not unacquainted that, during the great 
Apoſtacy, People generally have not clearly 
underſtood this; yet it ought not to ſeem 


ſtrange, becauſe the Evangeliſt. ſaith, The 
ſhineth in Darkneſ5, and the Darkneſs 
1 ut to elucidate this 
Poctrine a little more, it may ſerve for In- 
formation, that the Quakers believe this 
Light to be the ſame that the Apoſtle Paul 
calls, The Grace of God that bringeth Salua- 


comprehended it not. 


tion, and: hath. appeared to all Hen And 
concerning its Operation, he ſaith, teaching 
us, that denyiug Ungodliueſß, and worldly 
Lufts,- we. ſbould 


Thus much briefly concerning the above- 
mentioned. Denominations - of this Divine 
Light; and to make it appear more plainly 
what this Phraſe means, Take heed: to the 
| Light; thereby we underſtand, . that each 
one minding the. Counſel of the Light in 
| their Souls, may learn to fear God and hate 
Pride, Arrogancy, and every evil: Way, 
which will beget in us ſuch a reverential 
Awe towards God, that we dare not do any 


thing which we certainly know will diſplea 


him; and this is the firſt Step to Godlineſs: 


And thereſore both a and Solomon have 


vue ſoberly, 171 ghteouſiy, 4 nd 
godly iu this preſent. World.- | | 


— 
aid 
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oh CEP | 
ſuid, thatizhe Fear of God is "the Beginning 
of Fi{dom, viz. that Fear which is filial, and 
accompanied with Cireumſpection and Cau- 

tiouſneſs; and as we perſevere in this Fear, 
we are enabled to ſerve ibe Lord in Holineſs. 


and Righteouſneſs all the Days of our Liſe,; 


But ſince we can do this only 
'Proer, by the Grace of God, tis abſo- 
7 lutely neceffary that we take heed; 
thereto 3 And therefore: we ought to pray 


to God continually for his Aſſiſtance. - But 


dere ſtarts up ſomething of which People 
4 ly have a. wrong Notien; For all 
; of Chriſtians agree, that we muſt often, 
pray to God, but in the Mannen of it many 


err greatly. For: ſome think they perform 


this Duty of praying to God, when in the 


Mornings and Evenings, and at other cer- 


tain Limes of the Day, they repeat or recite: 


fome Forms of Prayer, and don't. ſeem to 


conſider; That Wen ought always to pray, and 


mt to ſaint, Luke xviti. 1. And. the Apoſtle 


Paul exhorts to pray without ceaſeny, 1 Theſ. 
v. 17. And hat this means he himſelf ex- 
plains in theſe Words, Praying always with 


all Prayer aud Suppli cation in the Sptrit, 


' 


4 


| Eph. vi. 18.. which plainly ſhews, that it con. 


liſts not in a continual repeating of Prayers, 


but in pious and devout Breathings to God, 
= raiſed. in. the Soul by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
—_—- - - | n "Is that. | 


— 


(7) 


that it may pleaſe him to keep · us continu- 
ally in his Fear and Counſel;. ſince we are 
in Want of daily Support from him. And! 


thus praying in. Faith, we receive an An- 
ſwer. to our Breathings- in ſome. Meaſure, 


we muſt not faint; and our Prayer muſt be 


from a fincere Believing and Breathing of. 


the Heart; otherwiſe We pray amiſs, and 


do not receive according to the Saying of. 


the Apoſtle 28 Te ask, and receive not, 
becauſe. ye. ag amiſs,. James iv. 3. But What. 
Devices and Wiles have not been invente 
by the Enemy. of Man's Soul, to keep him 
off from this. continual” State of. Prayer! 


Altho* Chriſt very expreſly faith, Watch and: Wi 


pray, that ye enter not into Temptation, Matt. 


to all, Watch, Mark xlii. 37. Which in re- 


1 $929 the Inſtruction we may reap thence, , 
oth not imply a.continual Watching with 
- out Sleeping, but a. Vigilancy of the Mind, 


which. Solomon recommends in theſe Words, 
Keep thy Heart with all Diligence, Prov. iv. 
23.. Now though our. Conſtitution doth not 
ſeem. to admit. an inceſſant Continuance in 
the deepeſt Retiredneſs of Mind, yet this is. 


certain, that the more fervently we turn our 


Minds to God, the more we are kept from 
Evil. And Man perſevering in this godly 
Exerciſe, is the leſs in Danger of falling in- 

+ * ” to 


* | tho” not always ſo ſoon: as we deſire; But 


Xxvi. 41.. And what 1 ſay unto you, I ſay un- 


= 


* 


Preſervation is in true Humility, and in a 
aontinual Dependance upon God: For if he 


once departs from thence, and thinks him- 
felf ſafe. enough, and that now he needs not 
to walk. circumſꝑectly in Fear, as he. once 
| did, then he is caught already, and ſome- ) 

- . -what gone aſtray from his Spiritual Guide, 
to wit, from that which. ſhewed. unto him 


his Tranſgreſſions, and troubled him whilſt: 
he was in the evil Way. And this is he 
Mani feſtation of the Spirit, which the Apoſtle 
ſaith, 2s given to every Man to profit wit hal, 
1 Cor. xii. 7. Now to call this Principle 
which reproves Men för Evil, and conſe- 
quently diſcovers it, Light, doth not carry 
with it any Abſurdity ; eſpecially if we con- 
fider that this Denomination is found in Sa- 
cred Writ. Evil Deeds are called by the. 
Apoſtle the Forks of Darkyne/5;. Eph. v. 11.. 
and faith he, All Things that are reproved are 
made manifeſt by the 1 5 For ubatſocver. 


= doth make manifeſt; is Ligbt. By which it. | 


appears plainly, that the 2 yakers- have not 
coin d a new Phraſe, but only followed the. 
Scripture- Language. And that they are not. 


the only People that have declared of the. | 
Light, might be proved from other Authors 


” 9 


of good Eſteem, if Neceſſity required. 


— — 


to ſpiritual Pride; ſince he finds that his | 


4 
As- 


| "(LP Fine : 
As to Oaths, they judge the e og 1 
king of an Oath unlawtul, and why, o 
may abundantly be ſeen in the 7 
ſtory of this N from a Molcizade of. 
Inſtances. 


The making of War, they alſo 
believe to be. inconſiſtent with pure n 
Chriſtianity, and eſteem that its Follss 
lowers being led by its Precepts, will come to 
beat their Swords into Plowsſbares, and their 
Spears into Pruning - books, and not to learn 
War any more. Abrottithg to the Predic= * 
tion of the Prophet Jaa, 2. 4. and Chriſt, 
the ef ger Gow unto fy, 4 we are 
comma to look, ſaith expre 18. 
Aom is not of res World : N * ing dom 


4 were of this-World, then 6205 _ Servants 
I) ff e ohn xviii. 36. and the Apoſtle James 
3 v. giveth us to underſtand, that Wars and 
5 
l 


Frebeings come of Luſts. And we believe, 

| that by receiving the Spirit of Chriſt in our. 
Souls, and being entirely: guided by it, En- 
mity and Lufts (the Root of Wars and WW 

+ Fightings) come to be deſtroy'd, and his. 
4 Love remains, by which. we not only love 
one another ſincerely, but alſo can love our 
Enemies; and pray for them, as alſo for 

thoſe who. hate and perſecute us for his 

; Name, not rendring Evil for Evil, but Good 
| for Evil; and this we. believe to be that 
L Lamb 


1 
| expreſo Terms to his Diſciples, Freely ye - 
abe received, freely give, Matt. x. S. yet 
they don't ſtretch this ſo far, as not to ſuffer, 


(ro) 


| Lamb-like Spirit which will prevail, and muſt 


overcome. And therefore they judge it not 
lawful for them to make War; and for all 
that, they think that they may very ſafely 


de tolerated by the Civil Government, not 
only becauſe they are willing and ready to 
pay Taxes to.Ce/ar, but alſo that, fince they 


can't fight for the Government, neither cam 


my: fight againſt it. 


| Concerning the Sabnd of Ma- 


Keines giſtracy, they do in no wiſe aſſert, 


that it is unlawful for ſome. Chri- 
Kians to be Magiſtrates :: For to ſay ſo, what 


E doth it imply but the Unchriſtianing of Ma- 
giſtrates, whom they truly honour 3. Magi= 
, racy being the Ordinance of God. But 


altho” they believe this Office to be conſiſtent. 


4 with Chrifiam Religion, yet they think it 
| more ſafe for themſclves. not to ſeek for it. | 


not look upon. as a Goſpel-Main- 
tenance; fince our Saviour ſaid in. 


Gar = who. hath imparted. of his Spiri= 


tual Gifts to Others, , might not receive tem- 
portal. Gifts. of them, it he himſelf was in 
2 et provided the ein ofa 

"i _ Miniſter 


a 4 a a ik a8 EOS 


Tythes to the Priefts they do 


n 


i 


r Jy WS 


fie, which ought to be 
out of Love to God and our Neigbar 


NS 


my Rabbi, ſaying, 
Time 
Maſter or Nr. hus Chriſt faith alſo, How 


can ye believe, who receive Honour" of one a= i 
not her ?̃ John v. 44. Yet they limit this on- 


SR 0 11 ) . 
Miniſter of the Goſpel be free, and not for- 
ced ; and alſo that it conſiſts not in a fix d 
Stipend, which leads to turn the Miniſtry 
of the Goſp el into a Proviſion of a Live- 
lihood 3; "which they look upon to be far 
beneath che Dignity of the Minifterial Of- 
rformed purely 


and not with any Regard to ſecular en 


The ordinary Way of ſhowing i 
Reſpect or Honour in common 2 
Converſation is alſo what they aw. 
ſcruple; For to give the ſame 1 
outward Sign of Reſpect to Men, which is | 
_ to God, viz. the Uncovering of the 

ead, they think (not without good Rea= WK 
ſon ) to be unfit ; and ſo they efteem alſo -M 
the giving Aattering Titles of Honour, fince 
Chrift ſo ſharply reproves the Greetings in 
#he Markets, and the being called of Men 
Be not ye called Rab- 
Matt. xxiii. 7, 8. Which tle of that 
ime may be e ualled with the modern 


ly to common Converſation with ones E- 
quals For « Servant may call his Maſter 
by that Title, and Subjects their Magiſtrates 
by oo! Title a their Office, and this = 4 


* 


N 1 
be fpoken not contrary to Truth; whereas 
the other is nothing but meer Flattery, in» 

vented to gratify and cheriſh Pride; and 
therefore they think it inconſiſtent with the 
true Grayit of a Chriſtian, to call one's ſelf 
2 Servant of one who has not any Maſterſbip 
over us; and they believe e can't be too 


5 cautious in ſpeaking, fince our Saviour ſaith, 


Dat every idle Ward that Men fball freaky 
il. 7 ſhall, give Account” "tg! in the Day of 
E =, Matt. xii. 3 The common 
aſhion of fGreeriag they 900 decline, think- 
ing it more ſafe not to imitate the ordinary 
Cuſtom therein. But that it is more agree: 
able with Chriſtian Simplicity to greet. one 
* another by giving their Hand, or by — 
innocent and harmleſs Notice in paſſing b 
which are Signs of Friendſhip and Reipe: 
that may be ſhewed, without giving to Man 
chat which appertains to God, as the unco- 
vLering of the Head is among Chriſtians: For 
# - the uncovering of the Head is an outward 
= Sign of the [Worſhip and Honour that, is 
paid to God; And if we give the ſune To- 
Low alſo: to Men, it may be quened, where- 
in the Diflerence conkifts + If it be anſwered, 
that it conkiſteth in the Meaning and Iuten- 
tion, then Ule is made of the — enant 


i. endeaveur to excuſe 
e 92 b S 0 
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As the Quakers teſtify againſt 
che common vain Way of Saluta- , fine 
I tion, fo likewiſe againſt poem a be 
Inter] des, Jelting, and all ſinful and un- 
rofitable Recreations, and drinking of 
Healths, all which they believe to be con- 
trary to the Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 
Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, 
Ado all to the Glory of God. OT IN 
In their Method of Marriage | 
they alſo depart from the common Marriage. 
Way: For in the Old Teſtament 
' | they find not that the Joymag of a Couple 
in Marriage ever was the Office of a Prieſt, 
nor in the Goſpel, any Preacher among 
I Chriftians appointed thereto. Therefore it 
is their Cuſtom, that when any intend to 
enter into Marriage, they firſt having the 
Conſent of Parents or Guardians, acquaint : 
the reſpective Mens and Womens-Meetings 
I of their Intention, and after due Enquiry, 
I all Things appearing clear, they in a Pub 
| lick Meeting ſolemnly take each other in 
I Marriage, with a Promiſe of Love and Fi- 
delity, and not to leave one another before 
Death ſeparates them. Of this a Certificate 
I is drawn, mentioning the Names and Di= 
I ſtinctions of the Perſons thus joined, which 
being firſt e by themſelves, thoſe then 
that are preſent ſign as Witneſſes.. 


* 


* 


14) 
In the burying of their Dead 


Burial | of 
| your to avoid all Pomp ; and the 
, wearing of Mourning is not approved among 
them; for they think, that the Mourning 
which is lawful, may be ſhewed ſufficiently 
to the World by a modeſt and grave De- 
portment. 


neu- B. Outward Supper, tho they don't 
| uſe the external Signs (witneſſing 
"Chriſt the Subſtance to be come) yet they 


are not for judging others who do uſe them 


deny that Water-Baptiſm was uſed by ſome 
iu the Primitive Church; but let it be con- 
ſider d unto whom it was adminiſter' d, viz. 
to ſuch that came over either from the Jews 
or the Genti/es, to the Chriſtian Society: 
And Baptiſm was as well a Judaical Cere- 
mony as Circumciſion :. For, according to 
the Account of Maimonides * a Gentile, who 
would be received into the Covenant of the 
Jeus, muſt be Baptized as well as Circum- 


Whence it evidently appears, that Baptiſm 
did not come in the Place of Circumciſion, 
as 


il. Joh. Leuſden Philolog. Hebrao mixt. Diſſreat. xi. 
| le; Pro elyt. Sect. 1. Dag. 14 tb | , 


the Dees, © they mind Decency, and endea- 


As to Water-Baptiſm and the | 


conſcientiouſly and devoutly. They do not | 


_ ciſed, whereby he became a Proſelyte. 


8 of A al ae ha Ra 


(15) 


25 it hath been often urged to perſuade the 


Ignorant. But as a Jeweſs Proſelyte needed 
not to get the Child ſhe brought forth bap= 
tized, ſince the Jes did not baptize their 
Children, but adminiſter d Baptiſm only to 
ſuch of the Gentiles that came over to them, 
fo we do not find the leaſt Evidence, that 
the Primitive Chriſtians, in the Time of 
the Apoſtles, did baptize their Iſſue, that 
fo they might clatm to be Members of the 


Church 5 but the contrary ſeems rather to 


appear from what the Apoſtle ſaich, The un- 
believing Husband is ſan#ified by the Wife, 
and the unbelieving Wife is ſanctiſed by the 


Husband ; elſe were your Children unclean; W 


but now are they holy, 1 Cor. vii. 14. Which 
implieth no more, but that ſuch Children, 
whoſe Father or Mother alone was a Be- 
fever, were not excluded from, but com- 
prehended in the outward Memberſhip : For 
this can't have any Relation to that Sancti- 
fication, whereby the Mind comes to be 
eleanſed: But in regard of being Partaker W 
of the outward: Fellowſhip, this reached ſo WM 
far, that if but one of the Parents, either 
Father or Mother was a Believer, the Child 


thereby became entitled to the outward So- 


eiety: For to make one a true and real 
Member of the Church of God, the Bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit was required, as the main 


Thing; which made obs the Baptiſt, ſpeaks 
2 1 


of Chriſt, ſay, He ſhall baptize you with 

150 Holy Ghoſt. 5 Apoſtle Peter ſig- 
nifieth, that Baptiſin, which now /aves us, is 
not the putting away of the Filth of the Fleſh, 
Tut the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards 

= God. This was that Baptiſm of which God 
| by the Prophet Ezekiel ſaid concerning I 
rael, Iwill take you from amwng the Heathen, 
and gather you out of all Countries. Then will 
T fprinkle clean Water upon you; and ye jou 
be clean from all your Filthineſs, &c. Ezek. 
xxxvi. 24, 25. It is a common Objection, 


and that we are required to follow his Foot- 
ſteps : But let it be conſidered that he was 
| circumciſed alſo, tho the one as well as the 
| other needed not to his Melioration, but 
vas done for our Sake, to ſhew us by the 
latter, that our Hearts muft be circumciſed, 
that is, ſeparated from all evil Inclinations. 
and Luſts. And by the Baptiſm which he 


| | ſuffered to be adminifter'd to him, is ſigni- 
W ficd to us that we muſt be baptized with his. | 


Spiritual Baptiſm. And if it be objected, 
that Chriſt {aid to Nicodemus, Except a Man 
Die born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot 

enter into the Kingdom of God. It may. be 


anſwered, that if this muſt be underſtood of 
= outward Water, the Conſequence will 
that Water-Baptiſm is of ſuch an abſolute | 


Feceſſty, that if any be deprived of it, he 


—_— cs wc. 6. i... 00 > ad. a 0 > tad indo 
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alſo 


is to be ſhut out of Heaven, which, tho' be» 
lieved by Papiſts, yet I think Proteſtants 
will hardly ſay ſo; neither was John Cal. 
vin * of that Opinion. It is alſo worth ta- 
king Notice, that John the Baptiſt faid, 
that Chriſt ſhould: baptize with Fire; by 
which it appears; that both Water and Fire, 
in this Senſe, are metaphorical Expreſſions: 
For they both ſerve for cleanſing and puri- 
fying, tho' in a different Way. Now altho 
— did baptize with Water, yet it ought 
to be conſidered, that if the Command of 
Chriſt to his Diſciples, Go ye and teach all 
Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
related abſolutely to Water- Baptiſm, it would 
indeed have been very ſtrange, that Paul, 
that eminent Apoſtle of the Centiles, did 
not think himſelf commiſſionated for the Ad- 
miniſtration of that Baptiſm. Whereas, if 
the Apoſtles had really received a Commiſ- 
ſion from the Lord to that Purpoſe, he by 
no Means would have been ſingled out; 


ſince, ſpeaking of himſelf, he ſaith, that he 
ſuppoſed he was not a whit behind the very © 


4277 Apoſtles, 2 Cor. xi. 5. And yet he 
a 


1-17. And I thank 3 1 baptized none 
e 2203 ee e 


x vid. Calvin, Epiſt. 184. & 229, | 


ith in expreſs Terms, Chriſt ſent ne 
not to baptize, but to preach the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 


— a 


of you but Criſpus and Gaius. And I baptized 
Alſ the Houſbold of Stephanas; ver. 14. Be- 
fides, I know not whether 1 baptized any o- 
ther, 1 Cor. i. 16. And yet he faith, There: 
#s one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, Eph. 


And the ſame Apoſtle ſaith. alſo, 4s many 
as have been baptized into Chriſt, have put on: 
Chriſt, Gal. iii. 27. And this, cannot have 
Relation to Water-Baptiſm, becauſe many 
receive that, who never put on Chriſt, and 
become conformable to his Image,, which: 
however is required of all Chriſtians... To 
this may be added, that if the Command to 
baptize, Mat. xx viti.19. were literally reſtrict- 
ed to Water-Baptiſm; then, why may not 
our Saviour's Words be as well underſtood 
literally, concerning the waſhing his Diſci- 
ples Feet? when he ſaid to Peter, If I _ 
thee not, thou haſt no Part with me, John: 
iii. 8, 14. and to his Diſciples, { I ther 
= Jour Lord ard Maſter have waſbed your Feet, 
ve allo ought to waſh one anothers Feet. More 
might be ſaid on this Subject; but ſince R. 
Barclay hath treated of this Matter at large 
long ago, the Reader may apply to his Apo- 
' Jogy for the true Chriſtian Divinity. 


\ Wy 


8 Concerning the outward Supper 
wad Sure, it may be truly ſaid, that it was. 
the Paſſover that was kept by 


Chriſt 


iv. 5. which was the erg of the Spirĩit. 


4 Eien ae i. 6. ao. tee habe RSS 
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it. | Chriſt's Sufferings, alſo a Figure, viz. of his: 
Spiritual Supper with the Soul; and doth it 


Chriſt at the eating 
that Chriſtians generally take to be a Figure 


the Antitype of the other? The Paſſover 
was not a Memorial of another Sign that- 


Spiritual Supper, which is the Thing requi- 


. 1 9 * n | 
| of the Paſchal Lamb, 
which likewiſe was a Judaieal Ceremony, ⁵ 


or Shadow. But is not the modern Ute of 
the outward. Supper,. in Remembrance of 


not ſeem abſurd; that one Figure ſhould be: 


was to follow; but it was a Memorial of the 
flaying of all the Firſt-born in Egypt, and 
of the Preſervation of 1/ae] and their Firſt- 
born. Moreover it may be ſaid, that the 
Paſchal Lamb was eaten in their Families, 
whereas the outward Supper now is celebra- 
ted in publick Places for Worſhip. We find, 
that the Apoſtles breaking Bread from Houſe to 
Hosſe, did eat their Meat with Gladneſs. and 
Singleneſs. of Heart, Acts ii. 46. which im 
plies. an uſual Meal or Eating. And cer- 
tainly they do well, who daily at Meals re- 
member Chriſt and his Sufferings : For the: 


red, ought to be partaken of by every true 
Chriſtian;. and this can't be, unleſs we being: 
attentive, open the Door of our Hearts to 
Chriſt, and let him come in. Let it alſo be 
conſidered, that the Soul wants daily Food 
as well as the Body; and being deſtitute of 
that, will faint and languiſh, and ſo beg 

W unable 


| 0 ) 


* Daily Bread For that this chiefly. had: 
Relation to the Spiritual Manna, the Bread 
that comes down from Heaven, appears from 


this Saying. of Chriſt, Labour not for the Meat 
which periſbeth, but ſor that Meat which en- 
dureth unto everlafting Life, John. vi. 27. Be- 
ſides, the Apoſtle tells us, that the Kingdom 
God is not Meat aud Drink. but Rigbte- 


onſneſs, and Peace, and. Jay iu the Holy 


Ghoſt, Ram. xiv. 17. And the Author to 
the Hebrews faith, It is a good Thing that the 
Heart be. eftabliſhed- with Grace, not with 
Meats, which have not profited them that have 


been occupied therein, Heb. xiii. 9. All this 
then being duly confider'd by thoſe called 
Bakers, it hath reſtrained: them from the 
U 


e of thoſe Ceremonies: For the Man, 
who thro Grace. is become truly Spiritual, 


hath no need of Ceremonies or outward: 
Means to depend upon, but finds himſelf ex- 
oited to rely on the inward: Divine Grace, 
and to depend upon God alone, walking 
eontinually in reverential Watchfulneſs be- 
fore him; and ſo keeping to the immediate 
Teachings of Chriſt in his Heart, he ap- 

| : proaches : 


| * 25 4% ho £mwvey, ſitznifying, according to the 
nice Explanation of Paſor, Bread to maintain or up- 


flared ir Super- eſſemtia! Bread. 


unable to do Good and thereſore our Lori 
recommended his Diſciples to pray for 


* p 
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hold the Eſſence or Subſtance; tho* others have trans- | 


ES > a 
hes with Boldneſs to the Throne of 
race, and with a full Aſſurance of Faith 

becomes a Partaker of Salvation. N 


But I leave this Matter, to ſay 


| fomething alſo concerning the Pry of War? 
Way of Worthip of the People 
called Quakers. It is uſual among them, 


when they meet together in their Religious 
Aſſemblies, to ſpend ſome Time in a devout 
Silence and Retiredneſs of Mind, inwardly 
praying with pure Breathings to God, which 


they generally call, waiting upon the Lord © 


And if under this Spiritual Exerciſe any one 


feels himſelf ftirred up. of od to ſpeak 
ſomething by Way of Doctrine or E xhor-' 
tation, he doth fo, and ſometimes more than 


one, but 3 one aſter another. And 


lical Church, appears from what Paul ſaith, 


rd any Thing be revealed to another that ſitteth 
y, let the firſt hold his Peace: For ye may 
all propheſy. one by one, 1 Cor. xiv. 30. And 


what Propheſying ſignifieth under the New 
Covenant, the Apoſtle himſelf explains with 
theſe Words, He that propheſyeth, edifyeth il 


the Church, 1 Cor. xiv. 4. Yet let none think 
this Liberty of Speaking to be ſo unlimited, 
that every Body tbat can ſay Something, 
may freely do ſo in the Congregation : For 


be that will ſpeak there, muſt alſo by all 


Means 


(22 } 


Means be of a good, and honeſt, and koly 
Life, and ſound in Doctrine; and if in Pro- 


ceſs of Time he finds in himſelf a Concern 


from the Lord to travel in the Miniſtry, and 
deſires a Certificate of his Soundneſs in Doc + 
trine and orderly Life, he may have it from 
the Congregation where he reſides. And 


certainly a Preacher himſelf ought to have 


Experience of the Work of Sanctification, 
before he is qualified to inſtruct others in the 
Way thereto: For meer Brain Knowledge 


can't do that ws par Sometimes in their 


Meetings there is a Publick Prayer befor 
Preaching; and Preaching is generally con- 
cluded with a Prayer. 


No Preaching among them is: 
—.— not confined: to the Male-Sex, as 
among others: For they believe: 
that Women, whom the Lord hath gifted: 
for Goſpel Miniſtry, may exerciſe their Gilts: 
among them to. Edification: For who will 


preſume to ſay to him, Yfhat doſt thou ? To. 


him namely, who by his Apoſtle hath ſaid, 
Quench not the Spirit, 1 Theſ. v. 19: They 
are not ignorant that the ſame Apoſtle faid 
to the Corinthians, Let your Women keep Si- 


lence in the Churches, 1 Cor. xiv. 34. Now, 


not to inſiſt on the Word Your, which ſeems: 
to carry an Emphaſis along with it, as being 
chiefly applicable. to thoſe Corintbian Wo- 


e. rr 


men, yet by what follows it appears plainly, , 


(23) 


that it regards ignorant Women, ſince it is 


ſaid there, 1/ they will learn any Thing, that 


is, if they will be farther inſtructed concern» 
ing ſome Points of Doctrine, Let them ask 
their Husbands at Home. Whereby it ap- 
pears, that this Saying hath Relation to ſuch 


Women, who either from Indiſcretion or 


Curioſity, or out of a Deſire to be look d 
upon as ſuch, that knew alſo to ſay Some» 
thing, propoſed Queſtions to the Church, 
and thereby cauſed more Confuſion than E- 
dification; For it is indeed a Shame for ſuch 
Women to ſpeak in the Church; and the A- 
poſtle's Precept is, Let all Things be done 
decently, and in Order, ver. 40. Moreover, 
it ought to be conſider d alſo, that theſe 
Words, Let your Women keep Silence, have a 
Tendency alſo to the Subjection which Wo- 
men owe to their Husbands, becauſe it is 
{aid there alſo, that Women are commanded 
to be under Obedience, ver. 34. This the A- 


poſtle explains farther, in one of his Epiſtles 


to Timothy, where he ſaith, Let the Woman 
learn in Silence with ail Subjedion: But I 


ſuffer nat a Woman 10 Teach, nor to uſurp Au- WW 


thority over the Man, 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. Now, 
that the Apoſtle doth not abſolutely forbid 


| Women Speaking to Edification in the 


Church, appears from his ov/n Words, when 
he ſaith, Every Woman that prayeth or pro- 
pheſyeth with her Head uncovered, diſbonour- 


eib ber Head, 1 Cor. xi. 5. For here he 
« gives to Women a Preſcript how to behave 
themſclves when they propheſy ; and what 
he means by Propheſhing, he himſelf decla- 
'reth in the ſame Epiſtle, as hath been hint- 
ed already, where he ſaith, He that prophes | 

* - . ſyeth, ſpeaketh unto Men to Edification, and 
"Exhbortation, and Comfort; and he that pro- 
pheſyeth edifyeth the Church, 1 Cor, xiv. 3, 4+ 
And pray, what's this, but that which we 
now a-days call Preaching £- For tho Pro- 

: pheſying under the Old Covenant ſeemeth 
chiefly to ſignify a Prediction of what is to 
come, yet it is credible, that the ancient 
Prophets were alſo Preachers; and accord- 
ing to the New Teſtament-Language it is 
evident, that Propheſying is chiefly Preach- 
ing. Hence we may eaſily underſtand what 
Kind of Virgins the four Daughters of Phi- 
lip were, which did Propheſy, Acts xxi. 9. 
and what Kind of Servant of the Church 
Phæbe was, and Tryphena, and Trypho/a, who 
Jaboured in the Lord, and Perſis, which la- 
'beured much in the Lord, Rom. xvi. which is 
conſiderably more than what is ſaid of that 
Mary, who beſtowed much Labour on the A. 
pofiles. How. fignificantly doth the Apoſtle 
call Priſcilla and Aquila, bis Helpers in 
Chrift Feſus. And what he means by his 
= HeJpers in that Senſe, we may ſee Philip iv. 3. 
"where he ſpeaks of Women which laboured 
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Praiſe. 


nm ah , 
with himin the Gy pol. All this then being duly 
conſidered, the Matters (fo called) think it · 
unlawful to forbid ſuch Women to Preach, 


whom the Lord hath' Gifted, and who are 


of a godly Life and Converſation, ſince it 


appeats ſufficiemty, ” that in the primitive 


Church they were not debarred from that 
Service. And as in thoſe Days, ſo in ours, it 
hath (evidently appeared, that fome pious 
Women have a very excellent Gift to 
the Edification of the Church. All which 
tends to the Glory of God, who is no Re- 
ſpecter of Perfons, and is pleaſed to make 
uſe of weak Inftruments to ſhew forth his 


As to ſinging the Words of 
David, fince they do not ſuit the „ is 
State and Condition of mix'd A- 
ſemblies, they diſuſe the cuſtomary formal 


Way of ſinging in the Churches, which has | 


neither Precept nor Precedent in the New 
Teftament.” | Fes ; N 1 | SEEM 
Concerning the Reſarreftion, 
their Belieſ is Orthodox, and a- „ e 
reeable with the Teſtimonies of | 


the Holy Scriptures : But becauſe they judge | | g 


it to be very improper to ſay, that we ſhall 


riſe again with the ſame numerical Bodies 


we now have, their Oppoſers haye often 
f * CG fly 


falſly accuſed them, as ſuch who deny the 
Reſurrection, though they fully believe this 

Saying of the Apoſtle, F in this Life. only 
woe have Hope in Chrift, we are of all Men 
moſt miſerable, - 1 Cor, xv. 19. And as to the 
Qualities of the Bodies wherewith we. ſhall 
ariſe, he faith, It is ſown a natural Body, it 
is raiſed a ſpiritual Body, ver. 44. For, 
ſaith the ſame Apoſtle, our Comver/ation is iu 
Heaven, from whence we look for the Saviour, 
| the Lord Feſus Chrift, who, ſhall; change. our 
whe Body, that it may be faſhioned. like unto 
his glorious Body, according to the Working, 
swbereby be is able to ſubdue all Things, unto 
Himſelh, Phil. iii. 20, 21. And he faith alſo 
in expreſs Words, We ſball all be changed, 
1 Cor. xv. 51. And therefore they have 
counted it more fate, not to determine with 
what Kind of Bodies we ſhall be raiſed, pro- 
vided we have a firm Beliet that there 1s to 
be a Reſurrection of the Dead: For from 
ſuch a Determination many Difficulties may 
ariſe, which otherwiſe are avoided; and 
there ſore they have alſo ſaid to their Anta- 
goniſts, Chriſt's Reſurrection is indeed 
an Argument for our Reſurrection; but 
* would it be valid from thence thus to ar- 
gue?” Becauſe Chrifl's Body, which was 
without diu, and was not corrupted in the 


= Grave, was raiſed the ſame it was buried, 


therefore our Bodies which admit of Corrup- 
. n 3 
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fore ſuch kin 
better, not to ſuffer human Wit to expa- 


Converſation of the Members, and 


tion, muſt alſo be raiſed the ſame they are 
Buried? © Nay, by inſiſting ſtiffly on this 


Point, we fall into many Difficulties. Who 
vill venture to fay, that when People die, 


and are buried about the Age of Ninety 
% Vears, their Bodies in the Reſurrection 
„ ſhall be the ſame decrepit Bodies they 
« were when buried; and that unborn Chi- 


_ « dren dying, ſhalt be raiſed with fach ſmall 


cc DTT had then? To ſhun there- 
d of Abſurdities, they think it 

tiate too far, ſince the Apoſtle ſaith, Mind 

not high Things, Rom. xii. 16. and adviſeth 


every Man, not to think of himſelf more hig h- 
ty thaw he ought to think, ver. 3. 


Nou as to Church-Government, 


both for looking to the orderly gc 
for taking Care of the Poor, and of indi- 
gent Widows and Orphans, and alſo for 
making Enquiry into Marriages ſolemnized 
among them, they have particular Meetings 


either Weekly, or every two Weeks, or 
Monthly, according to the Greatneſs of the 


Churches. They have alſo Quarterly Meet- 
ings in every County, where Matters are 
brought (that cannot be well adjuſted) in 
the particular Meetings. To theſe Meet- 


ings cgme not only the Miniſters and Elders, 


but 


— 


—— - - 
but alſo other Members, that are known to 
be of ſober Converſation; and what is a- 
greed upon there, is enter d into a Book be- 
onging to the Meeting. Beſides theſe: Meet» | 


lings a general Annual Aſſembly is kept at 


London in the Whit/au-Week, ſo called; not 
or any 8 Obſervation the u- 
kers have for that more than any other Time, 
but becauſe that Seaſon of the Year beſt 
ſuits the general Accommodation. | 


5 To this 7 early | Meeting, which ſometimes 
Hfteth, four, five, or more Days, are ad- 
mitted ſuch as are ſent from all Churches of 


that Society in the World, to give an Ac- 


count of the State of the particular Church- 


es; which from ſome Places is done only by 


Writing; and from that Meeting is, ſcat a 
general Epiſtle to all the Churches, which 
- commonly is printed; and ſometimes parti- 
ticular Epiſtles are ſent alſo to the reſpec- 
tive Churches. By which it may be known. 
every Year, in what Condition the Churches. 
are; and in the ſaid Epiſtle generally is re- 

. . commended. a godly Lite and Conyerſation, 
and due Care about the Education of Chil- 

. dren. If it happens that the Poor any where 


are in Want, then that is ſupplied by others, 


_ who have in Store, or ſometimes by an ex- 
W  £r2ordinary Collection. 0 
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PROPOSITION XV. 
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Concerning Salutations. and Recreati o, 


Abeſ J. 2. GEEK IN G. the chief End of all Religion is to- 
1 Pet. I. 14. redeem Men from the Spirit and vais Con- 
John 5. 44+ verſstion of this World, and to lead into in- 


Jer. 10. 3. ward Communion with God; before whom, if 
Ads 10.26. we fear always, we are accounted happy; there - 
Matt. 15. 13. fore all the vain Cuſtoms and Habits thereof, both 
cal 2. 3. in Word and Deed, are to be rejected and forſa- 

een by thoſe, who come to this Fear; ſach as. 
taking off the Hat to a Man, the Bowings and Cringings of the Bo-- 


— ſuch other Salutations of that Kind; with all the fooliſh and 
ſuperſtitious Formalities attending them; all which Man has inven- 
ted in his degenerate State, to feed his Pride, in the vain fomp and 
Soy of this World: As alſo the unprofitable Plays, frivolous Re- 
creations; Spottings and Gamings, which are invented to paſs a- 


way the precious Time, and divert the Mind from the Witneſs of 


God in the Heart. and from the Hi. enſe of his. Fear, and from 
that Evangelical Spirit, wherewih Chriſtians ought to be- leavened. 
and which leads into Sobriety, Gravity, and Godly Fear; in which. 
as we Senn of the Lord — 9 end in choſe 
Actions, in which we are neceſſarily engaged, in order za the taking 
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$ J. AV1 NG bitherto- 1 5. 
5 N the Principles of Religion, both 

relating to Dofieine and Nor- 
Ag ; I am now. to ſpeak of ſome Practices, 
which haye heen the Product of this Prince | 
pie, in thoſe: Witneſſes, whom God hath. "l 
raiſed: up in. this. Day, to teſtiſie for his. 
Truth. It will not a little cemmend them 
(1 fuppoſe);in. the Judgment of ſober and: 
judicious Men, that © taking x them generally 
(even by. the Confeilicn of their Adverſaries) 
they — ſound to be free of thoſe Abomi- 


i |. nations, which abound among other Profele 1 


un) 2 
ſors, ſuch as are Swearing, Drunkenneſs 
23 Riotouſheſs, &c. and that gene- 


the very Coming among this People 
doch naturally work ſuch a Change, fo that 


been known, by coming to this Truth, to 
become, Sober and Virtuous; and many 
Light, Vain, and Wanton ones, to become 
Grave and Serious, as, our Adyerſaries dare 
not deny: * Yet that they may not want 
- ſomething to detract us for,” ceaſe not to ac- 
cuſe us for thoſe Things, which when found 
among themſelves, they highly commend ; 
thus our Gravity they call Sullenneſs; our 
Seriouſmeſs, Melanchohy: our Silence, Sottiſb- 
neſs. Such as have been Vicious and Pro- 
18 among them, but b * to us 
| have left off thoſe Evils, eſt they ſhould 
* commend the Truth of our Proſeſſion, they 
ay; that whereas they were prophane be- 
ſore, they are become worſe, in heing Hypo- 
critical ang Spiritualiy proud. If any before 
— and 
g to the Truth with us, become fruginl 
and N then will the y - ] Wy 


* 
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After this manner, 3 l f oye PAGAL 

of the Haldenſes, of whon Node a Po 2 e ſo w 25 
But this Sect of che Leoni ; hath: a great Shew of Truth; f. 

they live Righteouſiy before Mens and believe all things. well:of 
God, and all the Articles which are contained in the Creed, 5 ,on'x 
| Me er and hate the Church of Rome, '- 


many vicious and prophane Perſons have 


1 among them, by com- 


| : ; (33), 
with. Covetouſhne/s.: And if any Eminent a- 

/5> | mong them for Seriou/neſi, Piety, and Diſ- 
c- |} coveries of God, come unto us, then they 
le | will ſay, they wete always ſubject to Metan- 
at | choly and Enthufiaſm ; tho before, when 
„among them, it was eſteem'd neither Melan- 
tO chaly nor Enthuſia/in, in. an evil Senſe, but 
WY | Chriftiam Gravity, and Divine Revelation. 
nc | Our Boldne/5 and Chriftiau Suffering, they 
re | call O:ftinacy and Pertinacy; tho half as 
at | much, if among themſelves, they would ac- 
count Chriſtian Corrage' and Nobility. And 
d | tho” thus, by their Envy, they ſtrive to- 
read all relating to us backwards, counting. 
thoſe things Vice in us, which in themſelves. 
they would extol as Virtues; yet hath the 
Strength of Truth extorted this Conteffion. 
often from them, That we are generally a pure: 
and clean People, as to the outward Conver= 


But this, they ſay. is hut is Poticy;to co. 
maul our Ham. 


But ſoch Poliey it is, ſay I, as Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles man 4 all good 
Chriſtians: ought to do; yea, fo far hath 
Truth preyailed by the 5 of its Fol- 
lowers that if one that is. called a Quater, 
do but that which is common among them, 

as to Laugh, and be Fanton, peak * - 
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ful unto us, 
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and keep not his Word punctually, or be 

overtaken with Haſtings or Anger, they 
_ preſently ſay, O this is againſt your Profeſ* 
fion! As if indeed ſo to do were very con- 
2 with theirs; wherein, tho they 
ſpeak the Truth, yet they give away their 
Cauſe: But it they can find any, under our 
Name, in any of thoſe Evils common a- 
mong themſolves, (as who can imagine, 
but among ſo many Thouſands there will be 
ſome Chaff, ſince of Twelve Apoſtles one 
was found to be a Devil) O how will they 
inſult, and make more Noiſe of the Eſcape 

of one Quaker, than of an Hundred among 
themſelves. I RAE 22; Ayr K 265 SY 
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9. II. But there are ſome [ſingular things, 
- which:moſt of all our Adverſaries plead for 
the Lawtulneſs of, and allow themſeſves in, as 
no ways inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, which we have found to be no ways law- 


the Lord to lay them afide 3.tho' the doing 
thereof hath occaſioned no ſmall Sufferings 
and Buffetings, and hath procured us much 
Hatred and Malice from the World. And 
becauſe the Nature of theſe things is ſuch, 
that they do upon the very Sight diſtinguiſh 

us, and make us known, ſo that we Tannot 
hide our ſelves from any, without proving 
unfaithful to our Teſtimony; our Trials 
14 "© 4 F | a". 5 "of 1 f = 
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and have been commanded of 


ene 


SS 


- and |. 


Nour 


OS) 
d Exerciſes. have 9 proved 
the more numerous and difficult, as will af 
ter appear. Theſe I have Ge briefly 
to comprehend in this Propoſition; but 
they may more largely be enxtubited/ in * 8 
A* nee Propoſitions. Wa a 22 
5 That it 3 not law ul to give „ 

fo e flattering fulogive W 

lineſs, Your Majeſty, Your Emineticy, 
Your Excellency, Your Grace, Your: Lorafbip, 
Your Honour, & c. nor uſe_ thoſe flattering 
Words, —_— called * O1 M * L K 
ME. N T * ** 


| * - That it is ben v lewfal er Ber 
Chriſtiaus to kneel, or proſrate 
themſelves to any Man, or to bow- the Buy 
or to uncover rhe. Red to then. | 


| III. 7] hat it is uot lawful for 
4 Chriſtian t0.uſe ſuperflutties in Ap 
Apparel, ag are of uo fe "Is for Oran 
and ent. 1h nde eee e : is: 
IV. That it is not lawful to 0 
G Sports, Plays, nor a- 
mong other things, Comedies among Chriſtians, 
under the Nation of Recreations, which do uot 


% ” 
* 


agree with Obriſtiau Silence, G ravity and So- 


2 Tor "ghing,,. Sporting, Ga ings 


17 


Whoking, ''Yeſting; vain Talking, &cc. is no 
Chriftian Libet nor Harmleſs Mirth. . 
V. Wat it is not lawful for  - 
hriſtiaus to ſwear ee FORE r 
the Goſpel, not only, wvainly; and iu their 
| common Diſcourſe, which was alſo forbidden 
under the Moſaical 'Law, but even in 
Juagment, before the Magiſtrate. Fel 
VI. That it is not "lawful for 
Obriſtiaus to refit Bvil, or to 
Var or Fight in any Caſe. 


Fighting, ... 


La 
* 5 As A LN 


9 
e 


LE 


| Before I enter upon a particu- 
Pegreer sf Big- lar Diſquiſition of theſe things, 
yt allowed, I ſhall firſt premiſe ſome general 

.__.__ Confiderations, to prevent all 
Miſtakes, and next add ſome general Conſi- 
derations, which equally reſpect all of them. I 
would not have any judge, that hereby we in- 
tend to deſtroy the mutual Relation, that ei- 
ther is betwixt Prince and People, Maſter 
and Servants, Parents and Cbilaren; nay, not 
at all: We ſhall evidence, that our Princi- 
ple in theſe things hath no ſuch Tendency, 


and that theſe Natural Relations are rather 


better eſtabliſhed, than any ways hurt by it. 
Next, Let not any judge, that from our O- 
| pinion in theſe things, any Neceſſity of Le- 
veling will follow, or that, All Men muſt 
|. | have things in Common. Our Prineiple leaves 


ver 


SSI - 


* 
. ; 
every Man to W that peaceably, which 
either his own Induſtry, or his Parents, have 
purchaſed to him; only he is thereby in- 
ſtructed to uſe it aright, both for his own 
Good, and that of his Brethren; and all to 
the Glory of God: In which alſo his Acts 
are to be voluntary, and no ways conſtraiu- 
ed. And further, we ſay not hereby, that 
no Man may ule the Creation more or leſs 
than another: For we know, that as it hath 
pleaſed God to diſpenſe it diverſly, giving 
to ſome more, and ſome leſs, ſo they may 
uſe it accordingly. The ſeveral Conditions, 
under which Men are rods 4 

ſtated, together with their — 
ducations anſwering thereun -n 
to, do ſufficiently ſhew this: The Servant 
is not the ſame. way educated, as the Ma- 


er; nor the Tenant, as the Landlord; nor 


the Rich, as the Poor; nor the Prince, as 
the Peaſunt. Now, tho' it be not lawful 
for any, however great Abundance they 
may have, or whatever their Education 
may be, to uſe that which is meerly ſuper- 
fluous: Yet ſeeing. their Education has ac- 
cuſtomed them thereunto, and their Capa- 
city enables them ſo to do, without bein 

Profuſe or Extravagant, they may uſe things 
better in their Kind, than ſuch, "hole ie. 
ducation hath neither accuſtomed. to ſuch 
things, nor their Capacity will reach to 


fers accordingly, | 


(38) a 4s 
compaſs them. For it is beyond Queſtion 
that whatever thing the Crea- 


The lawful or an: 77 
lawful Uſe of tion affords, is for the Uſe of 


| the Creation, Man, and the moderate Ulſe of 


ATP them is lawful ; yet per accigens 
they may be unlawful to ſome, and not to 
others. As for Inſtance, he that by Rei- 
ſon of his Eſtate and Education hath been 
uſed to cat Flefb and drink Vine, and to be 
* clothed with the fineſt Wood, if his Eſtate 
will bear it, and he ule it neither in Super- 
fluity, nor immoderately, he may do it; and 
perhaps, if he ſhould apply himſelf to feed 

or be clothed, as are to Ne it might 
prejudice the Health of his Body, and no- 
thing advance his Soul. But if a Man whoſe 
Eſtate, and Education had accuſtomed him 
to both courſer Food and Raiment, ſhould 
ſtretch himſelf beyond what he had, or were 
uſed to, to the manifeſt Prejudice of his Fa- 
mily and Children, no doubt it would be 
unlawful to him, even ſo to eat or be clothed 
as another, in whom it is lawful; for that 


the other may be as much mortified, and 


have denied himſelf as much, in coming 
down to that, which this aſpires to, 'as he 


is willing to be like him, aſpires beyond 


what he either is able, or hath accuſtomed 
todo. The ſafe Place then is, for ſuch as 
have Fulneſs, to watch over themſelves, 


that they uſe it moderately, and reſcind all 


„Superfluities; being willing, ſo far as they 


K 
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can, to help the Need of thoſe, to whom 


Providence hath allotted a ſmal- 


ler Allowance. Let the Bro- the Nag. 752 
ther f high Degree rejoice, in 


= 
= 


that he is abaſed, aud ſuch as God calls in 4a 


low Degree, to be content with their Condition, 
Hot emvying thoje- Brethren, who have greater 
Abundance, knowing that they have received 
Abungauce, as to the inward Man; which 


is chiefly, to be regarded. And therefore 
beware of fach-a Temptation, as to uſe their 
Calling as an Engine to be Richer, know- 
ing they have this Advantage beyond the 
Rich and Noble that are called, that the 
Truth doth not any ways abaſe them, nay, 
not in the Eſteem of the World, as it doth 
the other; but that they are rather exalted 
thereby, in that as to the Inward and Spi- 


ritual Fellowſhip of the Saints, they become 


the Brethren and Companions of the great= WM 


eſt and richeſt; and in this Reſpect, let hins 


of low Degree rejoice, that he is exalted. 


| Theſe things premiſed, I would ſeriouſly 
propoſe unto all ſuch, as mind in reality to 


be Chriſtians indeed, and that in Nature, 
and not in Name only; whether it were 
not defirable, and would not greatly con- 
tribute to the Commendation of Chriſti a- 


nity, and to the Increaſe of the Life. and 


Virtue of Chtiſt, if _ ſaperfluous Titles of Wil 
1 j | a 2 6 | 2 > 4 He! 2 | 
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Honour, Profuſeneſs and Prodigality in Meat 
and Apparel, Exceſs of Gaming, Sporting and 
Playing, were laid afide and forborn? And 
whether ſuch as lay them aſide, in ſo doing, 
walk not more like the Diſciples of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and are therein nearcr 
their Example, than ſuch as uſe them? 


Whether the laying them aſide would hinder. 


any from being good Chriftians ? Or if Chri- 
flians might not be better without them, than 
with them? Certainly the Sober and Serious a- 
mong all Sorts, will ſay, Tea. Then ſurely ſuch 

as lay them aſide, as reckoning them unſuſta- 
ble tor Chri/tians, are not to be blamed, but 
rather commended for ſo doing, Becauſe 
that in Principle and Practice, they eſſectu- 
150 advance that, which others acknow- 
ledge were deſirable; but can never make 


effeCtual, ſo long as they allow the Uſe of 


them as lawful... And God hath made it 

maniteft in this Age, that by diſcovering the 
Evil of ſuch things, and leading his Wit- 
neſſes out of them, and to teſtific againſt 


them, he hath produced effectually in many 


\ 1 adi and AbjtraFion from the 
Love and Cares of this World, who daily are 
Converſing in the World (but inwardly: re- 


deemed out of it) both in Wedlock, and in 


their lawful Em ee Was judg- 
ed, could only be obtained by ſuch as were 
hut up in Cloyfters and Monaſteries. Thus 


much in general. = III. 


/ rx O_—© was 


| 
] 


1 
1 
{ 
{ 
7 


. lency, Your Eminency, &c. 


the Scripture any ſuch Tizles are 


theſe Titles, either oy Election, or Heredi- 
y 


eng 
F. III. As to the 
tively, That it is Not lawful for Chriſtians 


eit ber to give or receive theſe Titles of Honour, 


as, Tour Holineſs, Your Majefty, Your Excel- 


Hr A Becauſe theſe Titles are Se 


no Part of that Obedience, 7 


which is due to Magiſtrates or Superiors; | 
neither doth the giving them add to, or di- 
miniſh from that Subjection we owe to them, 
which conſiſts in obeying their juſt and lau- 
ful Commands, not in Titles and Deſgnati- 
Secondly, We find not, that in Tut: fe Law © 
uſed, either under the Law, or the Go/pel s 
But that in the ſpeaking to Kings, Princes 
or Nobles, 4 ed o 1 a ſimple Compel- 

lation, as, O Ning! and that without any 
further Deſignation, ſave perhaps the Name 
of the. Perſon, as, O King Agrippa, &a. 
Miruh, It lays a Neceſſity , .. 
upon een ad fre == IT Titles _ 
y to He; becauſe the Perſons, obtaining _ 


tarily,. may frequently be found to have no- 
thing, really in them, deſerving: them; or 


anſworing to them: As eh whoin it 


15 
** 


e Firſt, we affirm poſi- 


- 


%, 
* 
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; 


18 ſaid, Four. Excellency, BE nothing W © 


Excellency in them; and who ae or 
ase; 


Grace, appear to be an. Enemy. to 
and he who is called, Tour 3 is known 
to be Baſe and Ignoble. I wonder what 
Law of Man, or what Patent 

A 2 ought to oblige me to make a 
Luxe, in calling Good, Evil; ra 
Fill, Sog! ? I wonder. what Law of 


: can. ſecure. me, in ſo doing, from the Guſt 


> Fadgment of Cod, that will. make me count 
r every idle Ward © And to Lye, is ſome» 
thing more. Surely Chriſtians ſhould. be; a+ 
- Het that ſuch. Las 


Cbriſtianity to ſuppoſe, 15 they 
9 thiſe Virtues, becauſe the King. bas be- 


flowed thoſe Titles upon them, or that they, 


are d ſeendey of ſuch, as deſerved them. 


1 anſwer, Charity defiroys 
not Knowledge : J am not obli- 
ed by Charity, either to believe or ſpeak a 

; Now it is apparent, and cannot be, 


denied Ph but that thoſe Virtues are. 


not in man yot't the Perſons expreſſed by the 


Titles they bear ; neither will the low to. 

- ſpeak fo. to ſuch, in whom theſe Virtues are, 
Wks Tex be ſo dignified by outward. Prin- 
ess. 


N 


De- rern 


ws, manifeſtly croſſing 
| the Law of God, thould be among them... | 


II it be Mad, Me ought. in 


Seger ere 
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. muſt not be ftiled-truly Virtuous, becauſe 


ces. So that ſuch as are truly Virtnous, | 


not privileged by the Princes of this World; 
and ſuch as have them not, muſt be ſo called, 
becauſe they have obtained a Patent ſo to 
be: And all this is done by thoſe, who pre- 
tend to be his Followers, that commanded 1 
his Diſciples, Nat to be called of Men, Ma= 
ſter, and told them, ſuch could not be- 
lieve, as received Honour one from another, 
ang. ſought not the Honour which cometh from 
Cod ouly. This is-ſo plain, to. ſuch as will 
indeed be Chriſtians, that it needs no Con- 
ſequence. Boden ye a en, 


Fourthiy, AS. thoſe Titles of _ : 
Holineſs,, Eminency and Excel- tw, Cad dle 
lency, uſed among the Papuifts to. 2 
Pope and Cardinals, &c. and Grace, Lord. 
hip and Morſbip, uſed to the Clergy among 
the Proteftants, it is a molt blaſphèẽmous 
Uſurpation. For if they uſe Holineſs and 
Grace, becauſe theſe things: ought to be in a 
Pope, or in a Biſbop, how come they to u- 
ſurp that peculiarly. to themſelves? Ought 
not Holine/5 and Grace to be in every Chri- 
ſtian? And ſo every Chriſtian ſhould ſay, 
Your Holineſs and Your Frace, one to ano- 
ther. Next, how. can they in Reaſon claim 
any more Titles, than. were practiſed and re-„ 
ceyed by the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- ü 


A? 


ſtians, whoſe Succefsors they pretend they 
are, and as whoſe Succeſſors (and no other- 
wiſe) themſelves, I judge, will confeſs any 


Honour they ſeek is due to them? Now it 


they neither ſought, received; nor admitted: 
ſuch Honoar nor Titles, how came theſe by 
them? If oy, fay, They did; let them 
prove it, if they can: We: find no ſuch 
thing in the Scripture. The Chriſtians 
ſpeak tak | —_ 
2/5 "nomination, neither ſaying, / 
it pleaſe Your Grace, Your Holi- 

5 neſs, Tour Lordſbip, nor Your 
Worſbip; they are neither called, My Lord 
Peter, nor My Lord Paul; nor yet, Maſter 
Peter, nor Maſter Paul; nor Doctor Peter, 
nor Doctor Paul; but ſingly Peter and Paul; 
and that not only in the Scripture, but for 
ſome Hundreds of Vears aſter: So that this 
appears to be a manifeſt Fruit of the Apoſta- 
cy. For if theſe Titles ariſe either from the 
Office or Worth of the Perſons, it will not be 
denied, but the Apoſtles deſerved them 
better than any now, that call for them: 
But the Caſe is plain, the Apoſtles had the 
Holineſs, the Excellency, the Grace; and be- 
cauſe they were Holy, ExceHent and Gratis 
aus, they neither uſed, nor admitted of ſuch: 


Titles + But theſe having neither Hbline/5,. 


Excellency nor Grace, will needs be ſo cal- 
ted; to fatisfie their ambitious and oſtenta- 


the Apoſtles without any ſuch De- 


(45) 
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tious Minds, which is a maniſeſt Token of 


their Hypocri/ie. 


Fiſthly, As to that Title of Majeſty, uſu- 
ally aſcribed to Princes, we do not find it 
given to any. ſuch in the Holy Scripture; 
but that it is ſpecially and peculiarly aſcri- 


bed unto God, as 1 Chrou. xkix. 11. 70 
XXXV II. 22. Hſalm xxi. $5. and xxix. 4. and 
Iii. 3. and Ixiii. 1. and xcvi. 6. Vai. ii. 10. 


and xxiv. 14. and xxvi. 10. Heb. i. 3. 2 Pet. 


t. 16. and many more places. Hence faith 
Jude, ver. 25. To the only wiſe God, our Sa- 


viour, be Glory and Majeſty, &c. not to Men. 


We find in Scripture, the proud King Ne- 


buchadnezzar, aſſuming this Title to himſelf, 
7 — iv. 30. who. that 3 received a 

ufficient Reproof, a ſudden judgment 
which came 0 kim. cn all the 
Compellations uſed to Princes in the Ola Le- 
ſtament, it is not to be found, nor yet in the 
New. Paul was very civil to Agrippa, yet 
be gives him no fuch T:#/e: Neither was 
this Title uſed among Chriſtians in the Pri- 


mitive Times. Hence the Eccle/iaſtical H- 


ſtory of the Reformation of France, relating 


the Speech of the Lord Rochefort, at the 


Aſſembly of the Eſtates of France, held un- 
der Charles the Ninth, in the bs 4:48 
Year 1560. ſaith, That this Ha- . 
raugue Was" wal remarked, iu 
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Abat he uſed not the Word | Majeſty | invented 

c by Flaiterers of late Years, And 
Tour Majeſty 


da ken No 


res. ow his Maſter Calvin uſed this 


9 Flattering 
Firſt King of France; andnot-agly ſo, 


_ :cauſe; they are to feek the Honour that comes 
«from above, and not the Honour that is from 
:below e But theſe Honours are not that Ho- 
-nour, that comes from above, but are from 
below. For we know well engugh, what 
. 3 Induſtry, and what Pains Men 
how , are at, to get theſe Things, and 


what Party it is that ſecks after] 


them, to wit, the Progg, Inſolent, Haug biy, 
-» Aſpiring Mind. For jad 5 Is it the Meet 
and innocent Spirit brifts; that cquers 
that Honour? Is that Spiri . 
ol no Repatution in this World; + 


8 5 
hat has Its 
R '( Ol 
CY e 
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pant uſed; tw et this Author minded not] 
* 


own Eſteem. Surcly the Complying with ; 


(47) 1 75 
ed | Convonſation in ripe _s _ to have Fel 
d /ow/bip with the Sons of Gd? I8 ,,.... - 
ot | it che Sine, 1 ſay, that loves _ 9 . 
is | that Honour, that ſeeks after that Honour, 
he | that pleads for the upholding of that Ho- 
ot | four, thatggets, and rages and fumes, when it 
le . lo e ? Or is ry not rather 9 
us the lordty, igſultin irit o n \ 
he Lucifer, Fs Penne, * R 
's | World, he. Hof old aſſected and ſought | 
th after this Honour, and loved not to abide 
by in the ſubmiffive, low place? And ſo all his 
e- | Children are poſſeſſed with the ſame Ambi- 
a» {| tious proud Mind, ſeeking and coveting 77. 
| ies of Honour, which indeed belong not 

to them. For let us examine, ho they are, 
Jo- | that are Honourable indeed? Is 3 14 
he- it not the Righteous Man? Is on 
es | it not the Holy Man? Is it not the Humble- 
Mm | hearted Mau, the Meek-/pirited Man? And 
o- | are not ſuch thoſe, that ought to be honour= l8 
Mm } ed among Chriſtians © Now, of theſe, mar 
at there not be poor Men, Labourers, filly ⁵³ 
en | Fiſher-Men? And if fo, how comes it that 
adi the Titles of Honour are not beſtowed upon 
ter | fuch? But who are they that generally re- 
ty, ceive, and look for this Honour? Are they. 8 
et pot the rich Ones, ſuch as have Abundance 
ets 70 55 Earths: as be like the rich Glutton, 
geh/asare Proud and Ambitious, ſuch as are Il 
its | Oppreſſors of the Poor, ſuch as ſwell with Jl 


Luft and Vanity, and all Sup erfluity <A 


— » * 
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Naughtings, who are the very Abomination 
and 


Plague of the Nations? Are not theſe 


they, that 'are accounted the Honourable, 


that require and receive the Titles of Ho- 
nour, proud Hamans? Now, whether is 
this the Honour, that comes from God, or 


the Honour from below ? Doth God honour 


ſuch as daily diſhonour him, and diſobey 
bim? And if this be not the Honour, that 
9 comes from God, but the Ho- 


Epiſtle te Ce- 
Amen 


lant. 
erh her, That ſne 


Was to be pre- 
ferred to none 
for her Nobility, 
tor the Chriſti- 
an Religion ad- 


mits not of Re- 


ö 3 of Per- 
neither 
are Men to be 
eſteemed be- 
Cauſe of their 


ourward Con- 
—— _ 
cor to the 
Diſpoſition of 
the Mind, to 
be efteemed 
either Noble or 
Baſe; he that 
obeyeth not 
Sin, is Free; 
who is ſtrong 
in Virtue, is 
Noble. Let the 
Epiſtle of James 
be read, 


nour of this World, which the 
Children of this World give and 
receive one from another ; how 
can the Children of God, ſuch 
as are Chriſtians» indeed, give 
or receive that Honour among 
themſelves, without coming un- 
der the Reproof of Chriſt, who 
ſaith, that /ach as do, cannot be- 


lieve? But further, if we re- 


ſpect the Cauſe, that moſt fre- 
quently procures to Men theſe 
Titles of Honour, there is not 


One of a Thouſand, that ſhall 
- be found to be, becauſe of any 
Chriſtian Virtue ; but rather for 
Things to be diſcommended a- 


mong N * As by the Fa- 
vour of Princes, procured by 
Flattering, and oſten by worſe 
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Means. Yea, the moft — and ac- 
cone (Og Men moſt 


onourable, is 
Fighting, or ſome great martial Exploit, 
which can add nothing to a Chriſtian's 
Worth: Since, ſure it is, it were deſirable, 


there were no Figbtings among Chriſtians at 
all; and in ſo far as there are, it ſhews they 
are not right Chriſtians. And James tells 
us, That Fighting proceeds from the Luſts; 


So that it were fitter for Chriſtians, by the 
Sword of God's Spirit, to fight againſt their 
Luſts, than by the Prevaleticy of their Luſts, 


to deſtroy one another. Whatever Honour 
any might have obtained of Old, under the 
Law, this way, we find under the Go/pel 

Chriſtians commended for Suffering, not tor 


Fighting ; neither did any of Chriſt's Piſci- 


. 


ples, fave” one, offer outward Violence by | 


the Sword, in cutting off Malchus's Ear; 
for which he received no Title of Honour, 


but a juſt Reproof- Finally, if we look 


either to the Nature of this Honour, the 
Cauſe of it, the Way it is conveyed, the 
Terms in which it is delivered, it oannot be 


uſed by ſuch, as mind to be Chriffians is 


good Earneſt. 
FC. IV. Now befides.thelc_general... 7itles 


of Honour, what groſs Abuſes are crept in 
among ſuch as are called Chriftians,” in the . 8 


uſe of Complements, wherein not Servants to 
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ee judice of Souls, accuſtomed Chriftians to 
Exe; and to uſe Lying, is now come to be 
1 Civilityß. 

"or it ĩs notorioufly known, that the Uſe of 
'thele Complements. imports not any Deſign of 
R are any ſuch Fools to think 

55 lor if we ſhould put them to it, that 
fay ſo, they would not doubt to think, we 
abuſed them; and would let us know, the 
gave us Words in courſe, and no more. It 
15 ftrange, that ſuch as pretend to Scripture, 
as he Aras, Hould not be aſhamed to uſe 
ſuch Things; fince E/iÞs, that had not the 
Scriptures, could by the Light within hin 
You theſe Men think inſufficient) ſay, 


b XxX11, 21, 22. Letume not accept any Mais 
Perſon, neither let me give Flattering Titles 
unto Men. For I kuow-nott0 give Flattering 
Titles , in ſo deing my Maker would /ogn take 
me away, A certain ancient devout. Man, 
in the<Primitive Times, ſubſcribed himſelf 


to 
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.  _ ,*'ThisHiſtory is reported by Coſanbonss, in his 

.*- ME Cuſtomt; p. 169. in this 13k Age, he is eſteemkd an uncivil 


Matters, or others, with Reſpect to any 
meh Kind of Relations, do ſay and write 
d 8 one another at every. arty Yr Humble 
och wicked Cuſtoms have, to the great 


horrid Apoſtacy ! 
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uſual Complementers; and ver he was Oy. 


34 
te 
he 
C. 
at 
0 
de 
1 
of 
of 
IK 
at 
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oa Hh P, Furr Humble Servant ; 5 e 
1 F-doubr not, hut he was more real, than our 


ly reproved for it. „ 
But they - uſually ob bicey, to defend hon _ 
ſclves, That Label ellen Theo- 
ae ee | Noble Feſtus, Fr 


»w 


I anſwer; Since ht wrote that by the 
Dictates 1 the Infallible Spirit of 62% 1 
think it will not 109 doubted, but Theophilus 
did deſerve i bs "AS being rea alty- endned with _ 
that Virtue: In which Caſe, we ſhall not | 
N thoſe, that doit by So ſame Rule. 

But it is not bro oved, that ke gave Theo | 
philus this Title, as chax which was * 3 
to him, either by bis Father, or by any Pa- 


tent Theophilus had obtained from any of 


the Princes of the Earth, or that he would 
have given it him, in cafe he had not been 
truly Excellent And without this be proved 
(ich. never aw} 5 can nothing hence be 
dedyced apo apainſt ; 

may be faid ab d of > al 8 rr ih 


3 a he would not * 
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ſelf eg But Sulpitins Severus, Was heretofore f ſharply re 
proven by Pamiinus Biſhop of Moa, becafife in his Epiſtle 


cribed himſelf his Servant, ſayin 5 — thon fubſcribe wat thy — 


his Servant, who is 4% Brothers fonful, not 4 Nhe I 
of Hamliry, ts gies thſe mr ITC . 
We GO. 


| 
| . them in the Plural. Hence Luther, in his 


who had the fame Office; but being a co- 


ee ing the uſing of the Singular Num- 
meu Her to One Perſon; of this there 


Man, t 


a , 


4s - + ie 


E” have called ſuch, If he had not been truly $ 


Noble; as indeed he was, in that he ſuffered* 
him to be heard in his own Cauſe, and would 
not give way to the Fury of the Jews a- 
gainſt him; it was not becauſe of any out- 
ward Title beſtowed upon Feftus, that he fo 
called him, elſe he would have given the 


fame Compellation to his Predeceſſor Felix, 


vetous M 
Style. 


an, we find he gives him no ſuch 


i, . V. It will not be unfit in this 
2 N Place, to ſay ſomething concern- 


is no Controverſy in the Latin. For when we 
ſpeak to One, we always uſe the ſame Pro- 
woun TU ] and he that would do other- 
wile, would break the Rules of Grammar. 
For what Boy, learning his Rudiments, is 
ignorant, that it is incongruous to ſay || 0s * 
amas, vos legis, | that is | you Joveſft, you 
yore? ſpeaking to One? But the Pride of 
at hath corruped many 'Things, re- 
fuſes alſo to uſe this Simplicity of ſpeaking 
in the Vulgar Languages. For being put- 
Fd up with a vain Opinion of themſelves, 
as if the Singular Number were not ſuffici- 
ent tor them, they will have others ſpeak to 
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ld 


A 
"ys 


Matter, we read in the Epiſiles of Symma=» {| | 


came ta be-derived to private-Porſons. 


Plays, Reproves and Mocks this Manner 
of ſpeaking, ſaying, Magiſter vos es iratus- 
Which Corruption Eraſiius ſufficiently re- 
ſutes in his Book of Mriting Epiſtles Con- 
cerning which-likewiſe James Hamel, in his 
Epiſtle to the NVobility of England, beſore 
the French and Engliſh Dictionary, takes No- 
tice, That beth in Fence, ang in other Na- 
tions, the Word | THOU | was wed in 
ſpeaking to One; but by Succeſs of Time, 
when the Roman Commonwealth grew in- 
to an Empire, the Caurtiers began to Mag- 
wifi the Emperor, (as being furniſhed with 
ower to confer Dignities and Offices) uſing 
the Word Vou, ] yea, and deifying bim with 
more remarkable Titles; concerning which 


chus to the Emperors 17 aud Valege 
tinianus, where: be uſeth tbeſe 

Forms of Speaking, Veſtra Fa ——— ..2 
nitas, Tour Eternity ;. Veſtrum n i 
Numen, Taur Godhead; Veſtra oo 
Serenitas, Tour Serevity:; Veſtra Clementia, 
Your Clemeucy. So that the Word [You] in 
the Plural Number, tagetber with the other 
Titles aud Compellatious of Honour, ſeem 1 
have takeu their Riſe from Monarchical Go- 
vernment ; which afterwards. by Degrees 
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'The ſame is witneſſed by John Mareſius, 


of the French Academy, in the Preface of 
his Clovis © Let none wonder (ſaith he) that the 
Word | Thou ] is uſed in this Work, to Princes. 
and Princeſſes; for we u/e the ſame to God. 
And of Old the fame was uſed to the Alex- 


anders, Cæſars, Queens, and Empreſſes. 


he Uſe of the Mord You, | when Oue Per- 
fon is ſpoken to, was only introduced by tbeſe 


baſe Flatteriesof Men of latter Ages, to whom 
it ſeemed Good to nfe the Plural Number to: 
One Perſon, that he imagine himſelf alone to 
ve equal to many others in Dignity and Worth; 


from whence it came at laſt to Perſons of lou 


To the fame: Purpoſe fpeaketh alſo M. 


Eodtean, in his Preface to the New Teſta- 


ment-Tranflation: I had rather (faid he): 


ſaithſully keep to the expreſs Words of Paul, 
thin exa#ly follow the poliſhed Style: of our 


Tongue; therefore I always uſe that Form of 


| 


calling God in the Singular Number, not in 
the Plural; and therefore J /ay rather Thou] 
than | You. } T confeſs indeed, that the Ci-- 


_ wility and Cuſtom of” this World requires him- 
to be honoured after that Manner; but it is. 
likewiſe on the Contrary true, That the Origi- 
va Tongue of the New Teſtament hath no- 


thing common with ſuch Manners and Civili- 
&y ; {0 that not one of theſe many Old Verſions: 
1 . 


2 a a>. ö 


nm th BE 5, 
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Ve have, doth obſerve it. Let not Men believe, 


 theleſs far otherwi/e; for I ſcem 


that we give not Reſped enough to 1 
God, in that we call him by the pts rig 
Word | Thou | which. is never be than , 

Lon. 
to my ſelf (may be by the Effect of Cuſtom) 
more to Honour his Divine Majeſty, in calling 
him after this Manner, than if I ſhould call 


him after the Manners. of Men, who are /o 


delicate in their Forms of Speech. 


See how clearly and evidently theſe Men 
witneſs, that this: Form of Speaking, and 
theſe prophane Titles, derive their Origin 
from the baſe Flattery of theſe laſt Ages, 
and from the delicate Haughtineſs of World 
ly Men, who have. invented theſe Novelties, 
that thereby they might Honour one ano— 
ther, under I know not what Pretence of i- 
vility and Reſpe#. From whence many of 
the preſent Chriftians (ſo accounted) are 
become. ſo Perverſe, in. commending moſt 
wicked Men, and wicked Cuſtoms, that the 
Simplicity of the Goſpel is wholly loſt; ſo 
that the giving of Men and. Things their 
own Names, is not only worn out of Cu- 


ſtom, but the doing thereof is accounted 


Abſurd and Rude, by fuch Kind of deli- 
cate Paraſites, who deſire to aſeribe to this 
Flattery, and ahuſe the Name of Civility. 
Moreover, that this Way of ſpeaking pro- 


ceeds 


appears; becauſe that Men commonly ule. 
the Singular Number to Beggars, and to 


(56) 


their Servants; yea, and in their Prayers 


to God. Thus the Superior will ſpeak to his 
Inferior; who yet will not bear, that the 
_—_ ſo ſpeak to him, as judging it a 
Kind of Reproach unto him. So that the 


Pride of Men placed. God and the Beggar 
in the ſame Category. I think I need not uſe 


Arguments, to prove to ſuch, as know Con- 


- 


e Language, that we ought to uſe the 
ingular Number ſpeaking to One; which is 


the common Dialect of the. whole Scripture, 
zs alſo the moſt Interpreters do tranflate it. 
Seeing therefore it is manifeſt to us, that this 
Form of ſpeaking to Men in the Plural 
Number doth proceed from Pride, as well 


as that it is in it felf a Lye, we. found a Ne- 
ceſſity upon us, to teſtifie againſt this Cor- 


ruption, by ufing the Singular equally unto 
all. And albeit, no Reaſon can be given, 
why we ſhould: be perſecuted upon this 
25 Account, eſpecially by Chriſti- 


Soriprure-Did ans, who profeſs to follow the 
Lu. Rule of Scripture, , whoſe Dia- 


lect this is; yet it would per- 
| haps ſeem incredible, if I ſhould relate how 


much we have ſuffered for this Thing, and 
dow theſe proud Ones have Fumed, Fretted, 


and Gnaſbed their Teeth, frequently beating 


and ſtriking us, when we haye ſpoken to 
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EC. A -£ g 
ce them thus in the Singular Number Where 
ſe by we are the more Confirmed in our Judg- 
to | ment, as ſeeing that this Teſimony of Truth, 
rs | which God hath given us to bear in all 
is. | Things, doth ſo vex the Serpentine Nature 
ie. | in the Children of Darkneſs. 


* „ 
e 2 6. VI. Secondly; Next unto 
er EE this of Tztles, the other Part 


e of Honour, uſed among Chriſtians, is the 
1=- | Kneeling, Bowing, and Uncovering of the 
Head, to one another. I know nothing 


this Matter, fave ſome few Inſtances of the 
Ola Teftament, and the Cuſtom of the Coun» 


try. 


o 


himſelf to the Children of Heth, and Lot 10 
the two Angels, c. 5 „ 


lated as Matter of Fact, are not to be a 
Rule to Chriftians now; Neither are we to 
imitate them in every Practice, which has 
not a particular Reproof added to it : For 
we find not Abraham reproved for taking 
Hagar, Oc. And indeed to ſay, all Things 
were lawful for us which they practiſed, 
would produce great Inconveniences, obs 

| VIOUS 
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our Adverſaries have to plead for them in 


The Firft are, ſuch as Abraham's bowing 


But the Practice of theſe Patriarchs, re- 


1 


| 

: 
* 
= 


i Fs 10 
- vious enough to all. And as: | 1 
tds the Cuſtom of the Nations, it's 
a very ill Argument for a Chri- I 
ſtians Practice: We ſhould J 4 
— better Rule to walk by, than the Cu- i. 
Asom of the Gentiles; the Apo- 
ſtles deſire us not be conformed to 
this' World, &c. We fee how little they 
have to ſay for themſelves in this Matter. 
Let it be obſerved then, whether our Rea- 
_ fons for laying aſide theſe Things, be not 
conſiderable, and weighty enough to old 
us in fo doing, 
© Firſt; We ſay, That Gog, who is. the 
Creator of Man, and he to * he oweth 
tbe Dedication both of Soul and Body, is over 
| all to be Worſhipped aud Adored, and that 
2 not only by the Spirit, but alſo with the Pro- 
ration of Body. Now Kneel- 
: Beni 93 ing, Bowing, and uncovering of 
er the Head, is the alone out- 
* ward Signification of our I. 
3 Joration towards God, and therefore it is nos 
Li Jawfil to give it unto Man. He that kneel- 
eth, or proftrates himſelf to Man, what doth: 
|: he more to God? He that boweth, and un- 
covereth his Head to the Creature, what 
hath he reſerved to the Creator? Now the 
| Apoſtle ſhews us, that the uncovering of the 
Head is that, which God requires of us in 
| our worſhipping of him, 1 Cor. xi. 4. Bo | 


Rom. xii 2. 
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if we make our Addreſs to Men in the fame 


Manner, where lieth the Difference? Not 


in the outward Signification, but meerly in 
the Intention; which opens a Door for the 


Popiſh Veneration of Images, which hereby 


is neceſſarily excluded. 


Secoudly; Men, being alike by Creation, 
(tho' their being ſtated under their ſeveral 
Relations, requires from them mutual Ser- 
vices, according to thoſe reſpective Rela- 


tions) owe not Worſhip to one another, hut al 


equally are to return it to Gods Becauſe it is 
to him, and his Name alone, that every Knee 


muſt bow, and before whoſe Throne the Fur 
aud Twenty Hlders proſtrate thenſelves. 


Therefore for Men, to take this one from 


another, is to rob God of his Glory: 


Since all the Duties of Relations ma 
be performed one to another, without th 


Kind of e which therefore are no © 


eſſential Part of our Duty to Man, but to 
God. All Men, by an ontward inſtinct, 
in all Nations have been led to proſtrate 
themſelves to God. And it is plain, that 
this Bowing to Men took place from a 
viſb Fear poſſeſſing ſome, which led them to 
ſet up others as Gods; when alſo an ambi- 
tious proud Spirit got up in thoſe others, 
to uſurp the Place of God over their Bre- 


thren. Nr 
.. Thirdly; 
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Thirdly: ; Fe ſee, that Peter refuſed it to 
Cornelius, /aying, He was a Man. Are 
then the Popes more, or more Excellent 
than Peter, who ſuffer Men daily to fall 


down at their Feet, and kiſs 
Peter and the them? This Reproof of Pe- 


| refuſed - 
— —5 to Cornelius doth abundant- 


ä y ſhew, that ſuch Manners 
were not to 4 admitted among Chriſtians. 
Yea we fee, that the Angel twice refuſed 
this Kind of Bowing from John, Rev. xix. 
10. and xxii. 9. for. this Reaſon, Becauſe I 


am thy Fellow-Servant, and of thy Brethren, 


abundantly intimating, that it is not lawful 
for Fellow-Servants, thus to proſtrate them- 
ſelves one to another: And in this e 
all Men are F ellow-Servants. 


1 Ak! it be ſaid, John 1 
object. Here a Religious e and 
| not 4 Civil. 


SF I er; This is to Say, not 
Anſw. 
1 to Prove : Neither can we ſup- 


poſe John, at that Time of the Day, fo ill 


4 Fried, as not to know, it was unlawful 
wWo worſhip Angels; only it ſhould ſeem, be- 


cauſe of thoſe great and myfterious Things 


| revealed to him by that Angel, he was wil- 


ling to ſignify ſome more, than ordinary 
eee of Reſpect, ſor which he was re- 


DOroved.. 


„„ RR :.. 
'o | proved. Theſe Things being thus confider= | 
e ed, it is remitted to the Judgment of ſuch, 
t as are dcſirous to be found Chrifiians in- 
Il | deed, whether we be found worthy of 
s | Blame, for waving it to Men. Let thoſe 
z= | then that will blame us, conſider, whether 
= || they might not as well accuſe Mordecai of 
s | Incivility, who was no leſs ſingular than 
s. | we, in this Matter. And foraſmuch as they 
d | accuſe us herein of Ragene/s and | 

c. | Prige, tho' the Teſtimony of. 7 fore 
I 


b - 92 Bowing 0 Mak 
our Conſciences, in the Sight 5: m Heisig, 


; Jof God, be a ſufficient Guard Rl. 
againſt ſuch Calumnies; yet 5 
- | there are of us, known to be Men of ſuch 
t | Education, as forbear not theſe Things for 
Want of that, they call good Breeding ; and 
we ſhould be very void of Reaſon, to pur- 
4 | chaſe that Pride at ſo dear a Rate, as many 
4 have done the Exerciſe of their Conſcience in 
this Matter; many of us being ſorely Beaten 
I and Buffeted: Yea, and ſeveral Months 
t Inpriſoued, for no other Reaſon, but be- 
z- Þ| cauſe we could not ſo fatisfie the proud un- 
It Þ reaſonable Humours of proud Men, as to unco- 
il IN ver our Head, and bow our Bodies. Nor 
> | doth our innocent Practice, in ſtanding 
rs I till, tho' upright, not putting off our Hats, 
|- Þ| any more than our Shoes, the one being the 
y J. Covering of our Heads, as well as the other 
| | of 


MY} 


of our Feet, ſhew ſo much Rudeneſs as their 
Beating or Knocking us, c. becauſe we 
cannot Bow to them, contrary to our Con- 
ſciences: Which certainly ſhews leſs Meek- 
neſs and Humility upon their Part, than- it 


doth of Rudeneſs or Pride upon ours. Now 


ſuppoſe, it were our Weaknels, and we really 
under a Miſtake in this Thing, ſince it is not 
alledged to be the Breach of any Chriftian 
Precept ; are we not to be indulged, as the 
Apoftle commanded ſhould be done to 
ſuch, as ſcrupled to eat Fleſp? And do not 
aca and Reviling us, up8n this 
Account, ſhew them to be more like unto 
proud Hamans, than the Diſciples or Fol- 
e of the, Meek Self-denying Jeſus? And 
this I can fay boldly, in the Sight of God, 
from my own Experience, and that of many 
Thouſands more, that however ſmall or 
fooliſh this may ſeem; yet we behoved to 
chuſe Death, rather than do it, and that for 
Conſcience-Sake: And that, in its being ſo 
contrary to our Natural Spirits, there are 
many of us, to whom the forſaking of theſe 
Bowings and Ceremonies, was as Death it 
ſelf: Which we could- never have left, it 
we could have enjoyed our Peace with God, 


3 in the Uſe of them. Thu it be far from us to 


judge all thoſe, to whom God hath not ſhewn 
the Evil of them, under the like Hazard; 


yet 
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yet nevertheleſs, we doubt not, but to ſuch 
as would prove faithful Witneſſes to Chrift's - 
w | Divine Light in their Conſciences, God will 

& | alfo ſhew the Evil of theſe Things. 


Wi (VII. The Third thing to 
ly | be treated of, is the Vanity aud F rndey = 
Superfluity of Apparel. In e diet. 
# | which, 110% two Ihings are YT wa 
to be conſidered ; the Condition of the Per- 
ſon, and the Country he lives in. We ſhall 
not ſay, that all Perſons are to be clothed | 
alike, becauſe it will perhaps never ſuit their. — 
Bodies, nor their Eſtates. And if a Man 
be.clothed /oberly, and without Superfluity, 
tho' they may be iner than that which his 
Servant is clothed with, we ſhall not blame 
him for it: The abſtaining from Superflui- 
ties, which his Condition and Education- 
have accuſtomed him to, may be in him a. 
greater Act of Mortification, than the ab- 
ſtaining from finer Cloths in the Servant, 
who never was accuſtomed to them. As to. 
the Country, what it naturally produces, 
may be no Vanity to the Inhabitants to uſe, 
or what 1s commonly imparted to them by 
Way of Hxchange; ſeeing it is without 
doubt, that the Creation is for the Ute of 
Man. So where S abounds, it may be 
worn, as well as Fo; and were we in 
| | F 2 thoſe 


- 
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thoſe Countries, or near unto them, where 
Gold or Silver were as common as Iron or 
Braſ5, the one might be uſed as well as the 
other. The TIniquity lies then here, Firſt, 
When from a Luſt of Vanity, and deſire to 


adorn themſelves, Men and Women, not 


content with what their Condition can bear, 
or their Country eaſily affords, do ftretch 


to have Things, that from their Rarity, and 


the Price that's put upon them, ſeem to be 

recious; and ſo feed their Luſt the more: 
And this all ſober Men of all Sorts will rea- 
dily grant to be Evil. PL 


Secondly ; When Men are not content to 
make a true Uſe of the Creation, whether 


the Things be yz or coar/e, and do not ſa- 


tisfie themſelves with what Need and Con- 
ventency call for; but add thereunto 
things meerly /aper/fluors ; ſuch as is the 
Uſe of Ribbongs and Lace, and much more 
of that Kind of Stuff, as painting the Face, 
8 -laiting the Hair, which are the Fruits of 
= the fallen, luſtſul and corrupt Nature, and 
not of the mew Creation, as all will acknow- 
ledge. And tho ſober Men, among all 
Sorts will ſay, That it were better theſe 
Things were not; yet will they not reckon 
them unlawtul, and therefore do admit the 


Ve of them among their Church-Members * 


But 


by + & © ©, , owe ws 


him: So to extend Things beyond their real 


„ 

But we do account them altogether unlaw- 
ful, and unſuitable ta Chriftians, and that 
for theſe Reaſons. 


Firſt; The Die of Cloths came 
0 from . Fall. If Faulk” 
Man had not fallen, it appears > 
he would not have Nee them. But this 
miſerable State made them neceſſary in two 
Reſpects: 1. To cover his Nakedne/s. 2. To 
keep him from the Sold; which are both the, i 
proper and principal Uſe of them. Now ] ́Y 
or Man to delight himſelf in that, which 
is the Fruit of his Iniquity, and the Conſe- 
quence of Sin, can be no ways lawtul for 


Uſe, or to ſuperadd Things wholly ſuper= | 
fluous, is a manifeſt Abuſe of the Creation, BW 


and therefore not lawful to Chriſtians. 


Secondly; Thoſe that will needs ſo adorn 
themielyes in the Uſe of their Cloths, as to 
beſet them with Things having no real Uſe 
or Neceſſity, but meerly for Ornament's ⁵⁶ 
ſake, do openly declare, that 3 
the End of it is either to pleaſe —— 
their Laſt, (for which End I 
theſe Things were chiefly invented and con- 
trived) or otherwiſe, to gratifie a vain, 
proud, and oftentatious Mind; and it is ob- 
OS F 3 - vious, 


vious, theſe are their general Ends in fo do- 
ing. Yea, we ſce, how cafily Men are 
puft'd up with their Garments, and how 
proud and vain they are, when adorn'd to- 
their Mind. Now how far theſe Things 
are below a true Chriſtian, and how unſui- 
table, it needs not great Probation. Here- 
by thoſe that love to be gaudy and ſuperflu- 
oss in their Cloths, ſhew they concern them- 
ſelves little with Mortification and Self-deni- 
al, and that they mind to beautify their 

Bodies, more than their Souls; which proves. 
they mind little upon Mortality, and ſo cer- 
tainly are more nominal, than rea Chriſti- 
ans. 1 ' ; N ü N | 


Thirdly; The Scripture ſeverely reproves: 
ſuch Practices, both commending and com- 
manding the contrary ; as 1/24. iii. how ſe- 
verely doth the Prophet reprove the Paugh- 
ters of 1/7ae] for their Tinkling 
Ornaments, their Cauls, and 
| their round Tires, their Chains. 
and Bracelets, &c. And yet is it not ſtrange, 
to ſee Chriſtians allow themſelves in theſe 
Things, from whom a more ſtrict and ex- 
emplary Converſation is required? Chriſt 
deſires us not to be anxious about our Cloth- 


Eontrary'so- 
Scripture. 


ass rer rnats to 4d. Redo ACC 


ing, Mat. vi. 25. and to ſhew the Try of 


3, 


Ns 6; 
fach, as Clothing, tells them, That even So- 
lomon, iu. all his Glory, was not to be compa= 
red to the Lilly of the Field, which to day is, 
and to morrow is eaſt into the Oven. But 
ſurely, they make ſmall Reckoning of Chriſt's. 
Words and Doctrine, that are ſo curious in 
their Clothing, and fo induſtrious to- deck 
themſelves, and ſo earneſt to juſtifie it, and 
ſo mad when they are reproved for it. The 
Apoſtle Paul is very poſitive in this Re- 
ſpect. 1 Tim. ii. 8, 9, 10. 1 will therefore in 
like Manner alſo, that Women adorn them 
ſelves alſo in modeſt Apparel, with Shame» 
facedueſ and Sobriety ; not with broidered 
Hair, or Gold, or Pearls, or coſtly Array 


But which becometh Women profe{ſing Godli=- 


neſs ) with good Works. To the ſame Pur- 
poſe faith Peter, (1 Pet. iii. 3, 4. Whoſe as 
dorning, let it not be that outward adorning of. 
plaiting the Hair, and wearing of Gold, or of 
putting on of Apparel : But let it be the hid 
den Man of the Heart, in #hat, which is not 
corruptible, even the Ornament of a Meek and. 
quiet Spirit, &c. Here both the Apoitles 
do very poſitively and expreſly aſſert two 
Things, Fir/ft, That the Adorning of Chri- 
ſtiau Women (of whom it is particularly ſpo- 
ken, I judge, becauſe that Sex is moſt na- 


turally inclined to that Vanity; and that it. 


ſeems 


| 


\! 
"1 


ſeems, that Chriſtian Men in thoſe Days de- 


1 
— 4 
— 14 
1 
— 
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ſerved not, in this Reſpe&, fo much to be 
reproved) ' ought not to be outward, nor 
conſiſt in the Apparel. Secondly, That they 
1145 _ ought not to uſe the Plaitin 
. of the Hair, ar Ornaments, &c. 
R297 which was at that Time the 
Cuſtom” of the Nations. But is it not 
ſtrange, that ſuch as make the Scripture 
their Rule, and pretend they are guided 
by it, ſhould not only be ſo frequently and 
ordinarily in the Uſe of theſe Things, which 
the Scripture fo plainly condemns but alſo 


ſhould allow themſelves in ſo doing ? For 


the Apoſtles not only commend the For- 
bearance of theſe Things, as an Attain- 
ment commendable in . Chriſtians, but con- 
demn the Uſe of them as unlawful; and yet 
may it not ſeem more ſtrange, that in Con- 
tradition to the Apoſtles Doctrine, as if 
they had reſolved to ſlight their Teftimony, 
they ſhould condemn thoſe, that out of Con- 


Feience apply themſelves ferioufly to follow 


it, as if in ſo doing, they were Singular, 


Proud, ot Superſtitious ? This certainly be- 


tokens a fad Apoſtaſie in thoſe, that will be 
accounted gn, that they are ſo offen- 
ded with thoſe, that loye to follow Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, in denying of, and depart- 

9 ing 
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ſafer thoſe that would. 


(69) 
ing from the lying Vanities of this periſh- 
ing World; and doth ſo much evidence 
their Aihnity 


proved, and neither will enter themſelves, uon 


b. VIII. Fourthly; Let us 


conſidef the Uſe of Games, 8 
Sports, Comedies, and other ſuch d Gh 


Things, commonly and indit- 


ferently uſed by all the ſeveral Sorts of Chri 
ſtiaus, under the Notion of Divertiſemem 
and Recreation, and fee, whether theſe 
Things can conſiſt, with the Seriouſue/$, 


Travity and Godly Fear, which the Goſpel 
calls for. Let us but view, and look over 
the Notions .of them, that call themſelves 


Chriſtians, whether Papiſts or Proteſtants, Il 


and "ſee, if generally there be any Diſſe- 
rence, fave in meer Name and Profeſſion, 
trom the Heathen Doth not the ſame Fol- 


, the ſame Vanity, the ſame Abu/e of pre- 


cious and irrevokable Time, abound? The 


| ſame Gaming, Sporting, Playing, and from 
thence ee „ Fighting, Swearing, 


Ranting, Reveling? Now, how can theſe 
Things be remedied, ſo long as the Preach 


ers and Trofeffors, and thoſe, who are the 
the People, do allow theſe: 


Things. 


Leaders o 


with ſuch, as Hate to be re- 


: 

; 
1 
11 


(70) * 

Things; and account them not incon- 

ſiſtent with the Profeſſion of Chriftianity ? 
And it is ſtrange to ſee, that theſe Fhings 

* tolerated every where, the Inqui/ition 
Y 


s no hold on them, neither at Rome, nor 


in Spain, where in their Maſquerades all 
Manner of Obſcenity, Folly, yea, and A. 

theiſin, is generally practiſed in the Face of 
the World, to the great Scandal of the 
Chriſtian Name But if any Man reprove 


them in theſe Things, and forfake their Su- 


perſtitions, and come ſeriouſi) to /erve God, 
and worſhip him in the Spirit, he is made a 
Prey, and preſently made liable to cruel 
Sufferings. Doth this bear any Proportion 
to Chriſtianity? Do theſe Things look any 
thing like the Churches of the Primitive 


Chriſtians? Surely not at all. I fhall firſt 


eite ſome few Scripture-Teftimonies, being 
very be Precepts to Chriſtians, an 
then fee, whether ſuch as obey them, can 
= admit of theſe fore-mentioned "Things. The 
Apoſtle commands us, That whether we 
eat or drink, or whatever we do, we do it all 


to the Glory of God. But I judge none will be 


| ſo impudent, as to affirm, That 
a in the Uſe of theſe Sports and 


„nh. Games, God is glorified: If any 


ſhould fo ſay, they would de- 


clare, 


UF) 7: Ml 
i. | clare, they neither knew God, nor his 
2 | Glory. And Experience abundantly proves, 
that in the Practice of theſe Things, Men 
„ | mind nothing leſs, than the Glory of God ; 
\r | and nothing more, than the Satisfaction of 
11 | their own carnal Luſts, Wills rnd Appetites. 
/. | The Apoſtle defires us, 1 Cor. vii. 29, 31. 
F | Becauſe the Time is ſhort, that they that buy, 
ie | /pould be as tho they poſſeſſed not - And they 
e | that uſe this World, as not abuſing it, Re. 
i» | But how can they be found in the Obedi- 
7, | <nce of this Precept, that plead for the Uſe 
a of theſe Games and Sports © Who, it ſeems; 
ei think the Time ſo long, that they cannot 
n | find Occaſion enough to employ it, neither 
y} in taking Care tor their Souls, nor yet for 
the necetlary Care tor their Bodies; but in- 
& | vent theſe Games and Sports to pals it a: 
g | way, as if they wanted other Work to ſerve 
F God, or be uſeful to the Creation in. The 
n | Apoſtle Peter deſires us, To paſs the Time of 
e 4 our ſojourning here in Fear, 1 Pet. i. 17. 
% | But will any ſay, That ſuch as uſe Danc- 
ing and Comedies, Carding and Dicing, do 
e | ſo much as mind this Precept in the Uſe of 
it | theſe Things? Where there is nothing to 
4 {| be ſeen, but Lightneſs and Vanity, Wantons © 
y nefs and Obſtenity contrived, to hinder- 
-. | Men from Fear, or being Serious; and there» 
ec, oF fore, 


(72) 


fore, no Doubt, calculated for the Service 


of the Devil. There is no Duty more fre- 


quently commanded, nor more incumbent 
upon Chriſtians, than the Fear of the Lord, 


to ſtand in Awe before him, to walk in his 


Preſence ; but if ſuch, who uſe theſe Games 
and Sports, will ſpeak from their Conſcien- 
ces, they can (I doubt not) Experimental- 
ly declare, That this Fear is forgotten in 
| Geir Gaming: And it God, 'by his Light 
| ſecretly touch them, or mind them of the 
Vanity of their Way, they ftrive to thut it 
out, and uſe their Gaming, as an Engine 


to put away from them that troubleſom 


- Gueft; and thus make Merry over the Fuſt 
One, whom they have ſlain and crucified iu 
" themſetves. But further, if Chriſt's Reaſon- 
ing be to be heeded, who faith, Mat. xii. 
- 35, 36. That zhe good Man, out of the good 
Treaſure of the HEART, bringeth forth 


4 good 7. hings; and an evil Man, out of the 


evil Treaſure, bringeth forth evil Things : 
And that of every idle Mord, we ſhall give 
an Account in the Day of Judgment It 
may be eaſily gathered, from what Treaſure 
theſe Inventions come; and it may be ea- 

| ſily proved, that it is from the 


Comedies fd. Evil, and not the Good. How 


ed complex of iale 


| Ding Words, many iale Words do they neceſ- 


ſarily produce? Yea, what are 
Comedies 
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lighted in them, (if they be not open A. 
theifts and Profligates } are ſuch, at beſt, as 


move theſe Things; for theſe Vretebes 


„„ 
Comedies but a ſfudied Complex” of idle and 
hing Words? Let Men, that believe their 


Chriſt will be accompliſhed, anſwer me, how 


all theſe will make Account in that great and 


terrible Day, of all theſe idle Words, that are 
neceſſarily made uſe of, about Dancing, Ga- 
ming, Carding, and Comedies adtiug? And 
yet how is it that, by Chriſtians not con- 


demning , theſe 'T hings, but allowing of 
them, many that are accounted Chriftians, 


take up their whole Time in them; yea, 
make it their Trade and Employment? 
Such as the Dancing-Mafters and Comedi- 
ans, &c; whoſe Helliſh Converſations do 
ſufficiently.declare, what Maſter they ſerve, 
and to what End theſe Things contribute. 
And it cannot be denied, as being obvious» 
ly manifeft by Experience, that ſuch as are 
Mafters of theſe Trades, and are moſt de- 


make Religion, or the Care of their Souls, 


their leaſt Buſineſs. Now if theſe Things 
were diſcountenanced by Chriſtians, as in- 


conſiſtent with their Profeſſion, it would re- 


would be neceſſitated then to betaker them- 
. G ſelves 


| Souls are Immortal, and that there willjbe a 
Day of Judgment, in which theſe Words of 


(794) 


were not fed and upholden by theſe. And 
as hereby a great Scandal and Stumbling- 
block would be removed from off the Chri- 
ftian Name; ſo alſo would that in Part be 
taken out of the Way, which provokes the 
Lord to with-hold his Bleſſing, and by Oc- 
caſion of which” Things the Minds of many 
remain chained in Darkneſs, and drowned 
in Luft, Senſuality and Worldly Pleaſures, 
without any Senſe of God's Fear, or their 
own Souls Salvation. Many of thoſe, called 
Fathers of the Church, and other ſerious 
Perſons, have ſignified their Regret for 


theſe Things, and their Deſires they might 


be remedied; of whom many Citations 
might be alledged, which for Brevity's fake 


THE | IX. But they bined That 
On Mrs Spirits . fab, 


if they were always intent upon ſerious and} 
Spiritual Matters ; and that therefore there is' 


Need of fome Divertiſement to recreate the 
Mind à litth, whereby it being ' reſreſbed, 


| 1 able with greater Vigour to apply it ſelf 10 


Ibeſe Things, 


Lan- 


ſelves to ſome honeſt Livel 2 if they 
F 
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tinually ſuppoſed to be in the | 
Uſe ot theſe Things which we condemn.- 
Now the neceſſary Occaſions; which all are 


075) 

were granted, it would no 
s militate againſt us, neither plead the 
Uſe of theſe Things, Which we would have 
wholly laid aſide. For that Men ſhould be 
always in the ſame Intentiveneſs of Mind, 
2 not plead, knowing how impoſſible 
it is, ſo long as we are clothed with this 


'Fabernacle of Cay. But this will not ab 
low us any Time ſo to recede from the Re- 


membrance of God, and of our Souls chief 
Concern, as not ſtill to retain „ * 
4 certain Senſe of his Fear, Gu, mew 


7 | = Recreation in- 
which cannot be ſo much as ra — 4 | 


involved into, in order to the Care and Su- 
ſtentation of the outward Man, are a Re- 
laxation of the Mind from the more ſerious 
Duties; and thoſe are performed- in the 


44% Bleſſing; as the Mind is ſo leavened with 


the Love of God and Senſe of his Preſence, 
that even in doing theſe Rings the Soul 


carrieth with it that Divine Influence and 


Spiritual Habit, whereby, tho' theſe Acts, 


as of Eating, Drinking, Sleeping, Working, 
be upon the Matter one with what the 


Wicked do, yet they are done in another 
Spirit; and in doing of them we pleaſe the 


G2. _ Lord, 
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Lord, ſerve him, and anſwer our End in 
the Creation, and ſo feel, and are ſenſi- 
ble of his Bing Whereas the Wicked 
and Prophane, being not come to this 
Place, are, in whatſoeyer they do, cur/ed - 
and their Plowing, as well as Praying, is 
Sin. Now if any will plead, that tor Re- 
laxation of Mind, there may be a Liberty 


allowed beyond theſe Things, which are of 


abſolute Need to the Suſtenance af the out- 
ward Man, I ſhall-not much contend againit 
it; provided theſe Things be not ſuch as 
are wholly Superfluous, or in their pr 

Nature and Tendency, lead the Mind in- 
to Laſt, Vanity and VWamonneſs, as being 


_ chiefly contrived and framed for that End, 
% or grorenl y experienced to produce theſe 


Effects, or being the common Engines of 
ſuch, as are fo minded to feed one ano- 


ther therein, and to propagate their Wick- 
.cdneſs, to the Impoyſoning others: Seeing 
there are other innocent Divertiſements, 
which may ſufficiently ſerve for Relaxation 
of the Mind; ſuch as for Friengs to viſit one 


another, To hear or read Hiſtory, To [peak ſo- 
berly of the preſent or paſt Tram- 


 Lawful Diver actions, To . after Garden- 


#herments. ing, To uſe Geometrical and Ma- 


* "thematical Experiments, and ſuch other 


Things of this Nature. In all which 
| 7 A "Things 
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Things we are not to forget God, /in whom 


me bor h live, and are moved, Acts x. 26.) as not 


to have always ſome /ecret Reſerve to him, 


alſo frequently exerts it ſelf in the Midſt of 
theſe Things, by ſome ſhort Aſpiration and. 


Breathings. And this may neither ſeem 
enor troubleſom, I ſhall clear it by one 


= | 
manifeſt Inſtance, anſwerable to the Expe- 
rience of all Men. Tt will not be denied, 


but that Men ought to: be more in the- 


Love of God, than of any other Thing; 


for we. ought to Love God above all Things. 


Now. it is plain, that Men that are taken 
with Love, whether it be of Women, or a- 
ny other Thing, if it hath taken a deep 
Place in the Heart, and poſſeſs the Mind, 


LAY — 


and Senſe of his Fear and Prefence ; which 


| 
| 
| 
| 


it will be hard for the Man, ſo in Love, to 
drive out of his Mind the Perſon or Thing 


fo loved; yea, in his Eating, Drinking: 
and Sleeping, his Mind will always have a 
Tendency that Way; and in Buſineſs or 
Recreations, however intent he may be in 
it, there will but a vey. ſhort Time be per- 
mitted to paſs, but the Mind will let ſome 
Ejaculation forth towards its Beloved. And 
albeit ſuch a one muſt be converſant in- 
thoſe "Things, that the Care of this Body, 
and ſuch like Things call for; 


wards the Be yet will he avoid as Death it 

7 "Y f 

Gl in Na ie thoſe. Things, that 
"* 6.37 may 


may offend the Party ſo beloved, or croſs 


5 


nis Deſign in obtaining the Thing fo 


than endanger the 


Sports and Play!, 
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earneſtly deſired :.Tho' there may. be ſome 


ſmall Uſe in them; the great Deſign 


which is, chiefly in his Eye, will ſo. bal- 


lance him, that he will eafily look over and 
diſpence with ſuch 


them. Now that Men.ought to be thus iz 
Love with God, and the Lyfe to come, none 
will deny; and the Thing is apparent 
from, theſe. Scriptures, Mat. vi. 20. But Jay 
up for your ſelues Treaſures. in Heaven. Col. 
iii. 2. Set your Aﬀettion on Things above, 
&c. And that this hath, been the Experi- 
ence and Attainment of ſome, the Scrip- 
ture alſo declares, Palm Ixiii. 1, 8. 2 Cor. 
v. 4. Bhs EY. 44 | 


And again, That. theſe 
Zan Men frm. Games, Sports, Plays, Danc- 
3 ing, Comedies, &c. do natu- 

| rally tend to draw Men. from 
God's Fear, to make them. forget Heaven, 
Death and Fudgment, to fofter. Luft, Va- 


nity and Wantonneſs; and therefore are 


moſt Joved, as well as uſed, hy ſuch Kind of 
' Perſons, Experience abundantly thews.;. 


and the moſt Serious and Conſcientious a- 


mong all, will ſcarcely deny Which if it 


it be ſo, the Application is eaſy. 


py Neceſlities, rather 
| of the Greater by 
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Notwithſtanding the foregoing publiſhed by: 
our worthy Friend Robert Barclay, might 
Je ſufficient to convince any {who-profe/s with 
us) of the Folly and Vanity of the F AS HI- 
ONS and CUSTOMS. of the World, which 
our Friends in the Breaking forth of this Goſpel= 
Day, fince the derk Night of Apoſtacy, were 
called to bear a Teftimony againft, yet in Order 
10 Corroborate the Same, it was thought proper 
to ſubjoin- ſome few Weighty Teſti moni es of 
ſome other of our worthy FRIENDS and 
ELDERS, ſettiug forth their Chriſtian 
Experience and Selſ-denial, which the Holy 
Spirit of Truth led them into, in theſe Par- 
ticulars; which take in their own Words. 


* Pen, in the Name of his Bre- 
thren ſays, We dare not give ,.. re, 
avid: Slams or uſe Shs Primitis "Pp 
frequent modith Salutations of r 

the Times. Seeing plainly that 

Vanity, Pride and Oſtentation belong to 
them; Chriſt alſo forbid them in his Day, 
and made the Love of them a Mark of 
Declenfion from the Simplicity of purer 
Times, and his Diſciples and their Fol- 
lowers were obſerved to have obey'd their 
Maſter's Precept: It is not to diſtinguiſh 
aur ſelves a Party, or out of Pride, ill 

. Breed- 
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Breeding or Humour, but in. Obedience. to 
the Sight and Senſe we: have received from 
the Spirit of Chriſt, of the evil Riſe and 
_'Fendeney thereof; for the ſame Reaton. 
we. have returned to the firſt Plainneſs of 
Speech in { Thou |; and | Thee to a ſingle 


Perſon, which tho Men give no other to 


. God, they wilb hardly endure it from us; 


it hath. been a great Teſt upon Pride, and 

ſhewn the blind and weak Sides of Many: 

In ſhort, tis alſo both Seripture and Gram- 

mar, and we have Propriety of Speech. for 
it, as well as Peace in it. 


Plainneſs in Apparel and Furniture, is 


another Teſtimony peculiar to us, in the De- 


ree we have bore it to the World, as alſo- 


ew Words, and being at a Word; likes 
wiſe Temperance. in. Food, and Abſtinence: 
from the Reoreations and Paſtimes of the 
World, all which we have been taught by 
the Spirit of. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to be 
according to Godlineſs: And therefore we 
have long Exhorted all, that their Moderation 
may be known unto all Men, for that the 


Lord was at hand, to enter into Judgment 


with us, for every Intemperance and Exceſi. 


Pens Primitive Chriftianity near the End. 
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clare in the Fear of Almighty God, that 
theſe are but the Imaginations and vain Conte 
firuGions of unſenſible Men, that have not 
'had that Senſe which the Lord has given us, 


. 


— 
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The firſt and moſt preſſing © 
Motive upon our Spirits: to Fs — aud 
cline the Practice ot theſe pre- ( 
ſent Cuſdoms of pulling off the Hat, Bowing 
the Body, or Knee, and giving People gaudy 
Titles and Epithets in Gur Salutations and 
Addreſſes, was, that Savour, Sight and Senſe, 
that God by his Light and Spirit has given 
us of the Chriſtian World's 4poftacy from 
God, and the Cauſe. and Effects of that 
great and lamentable Defe#ion. . 
T ho' it be frequently obſect- | 
ed that we ſeek S {ct - ac puede: oo 
ward Form of Preciſenefs, and that it is 


but as a green Ribbond, the Badge of 2 


Party, the better to be known; I do de- 


of what ariſes from the right and the 
wrong Root in Man; and when ſuch Cen- 
furers of our Simplicity ſhall de inwardly 


| touch'd and awaken'd by the mighty Power 
of God, and fee Things as they are in their 


proper Nature and Seeds, they wilt then 


know their own Burden, and eaſily acquit 
us; without the Imputation of Folly or Hy- 
_ Poorly. 


(92) 


By this Divine Light, then I ſaw that tho” F 

T. Elwood's Had not the Evil of the uncommon Uncleanneſs, 
Foxrnal; from Debauchery, Prophaneneſs and Pollutions of the 
p. 25.to28. World to put away, becauſe F had thro” the gr 
OY -- Goodneſs of God. and a civil Education been 
preſerved out of thoſe groſſer Exils, yet I had many other Evils 
to put away, and ceaſe from, ſome of which were not by the 


World (which lies in Wickednels, 1 John v. 19.) accounted Evils, - 


but by the Light of Chriſt were made manifeſt to me to be Evils, 
and as. ſuch condemned in me. i 


s partieularly thoſe Fruits and Effects of Pride that diſcover 
themſelves in the Vanity and Superfluity of Apparel, which I (as 
far as in my Ability would extend to) took, alas! too much De- 


light in, this Evil of my Doings I was required to put away and 


ceaſe from, and Judgment lay upon me, till 1 did-fo. Wherefore 
in Obedience to the Inward. Law (which agreed with the Out- 
ward, 1 Tim. ii. 9. . Pet. iii. 3. 1 Im. vi. 8. James i. 21.) I took 
off from we. Apparel, thoſe unneceſfary Trimmings of Lace, 
Ribbonds and uſeleſs Buttons, which had no real Service, but were: 
ſet on only for that which-was by Miſtake call'd Ornament, and I 
ceaſed to wear Rings. 7 I 


Again, The giving of Flattering Titles to Men between-whom: , 
and me there was not any Relation to which ſuch Titles could be 
pretended. to belong, this was an Evil, I had been much addicted 
to, and was accounted a ready Artiſt in, therefore this Evil alſo 
was I required to put away and ceaſe from, ſo that thence forward 
I durſt not ſay, Sir, Maſter, My Lord, Madam, (or My Dame) or 
lay, Your Servant, to one to whom did not ſtand in the real Re- 

i a Servant, Which I had never done to any. 


Again, Reſpect of Perſons in uncovering the Head, and bowin 
me Knee or Body in Salutations, Was a Practice I had been muc 
in the Uſe of, and this being one of the vain Cuſtoms of tha 


World; introduced by the Spirit of the World, inſtead of the 


true Honour, which this is a falſe Repreſentation: of, and uſed in 
Deceit, as a Token of Reſpect, by Perſons one to another, who 
bear no real Reſpe one to another, and beſides, this being a Type 
and proper Emblem of that Divine Honour which all ought to 
pay to Dn God. and which all of all Sorts (who take upon 

the Chriſtian Name) appear in when they offer their Prayers 


to be one of thoſe Evils, which I had been too long doing, theres 
forc L wasnow required to put itaway, and ceaſe from it, 


* 
* r 
| | 
2 


f 


to HIM, and therefore ſhould. not be given to Men If his 


| 133) | 
"F | Again, the corrupt and unſound Form of ſpeaking in the Parat 
els, Number to a ſingle Perſon, (Tex to one inſtead of Thon,) conttary 


he to the pure, plain, and ſingle Language of Truth, (Thos to one, and 
eat Toa to more than one) which had been always uſed by God to Men. 
en and Men to God, as- well as one to another, from the eldeſt Re- 
ils cord of Time; till corrupt Men, for corrupt Ends, in later and cor- 
he rupt Times, to Elatter, Fawn and Work upon the corrupt Nature 
Is, in Men, brought in that falſe and ſenſeleſs Way of ſpeaking Tow to 
Is, one, which hath ſince corrupted the modern 4 and hath 
reatly debaſed the Spirits and depraved the Manners of Men. 

| This evil Cuſtom I had been as forward in, as others, and this I was 
er now callꝰd out of and required to ceaſe from. q 

as- o 

be- „ ' Theſe, — more evil Cuſtoms which had ſprang up in the 
id Night of Darkneſs and General Apoſtacy from the Truth and 
re true Religion, were now by the Inſhining of this pure Ray f 
it- Divine Light in my Conſcience, gradually diſcovered to me, to 


k de what 1 ought to-ccaſe from, ſhun and ſtanda Witneſs againk, 
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